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07M. French aircraft carrier group moving
into Red Sea, Gulf of Aden
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French aircraft carrier group
moving into Red Sea, Gulf of Aden

e France’s Charles de Gaulle aircraft carrier
group is moving into the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden as
part of efforts by France and Britain to prepare for a future
mission to help freedom of navigation on the Strait of
Hormuz, France’s military said on Wednesday.

W & ATeH 3t el [AATTaTge Wi Hg ! dlel P 3N
3reT Y WIS & AT ST @7 &, S i 3R Forder @ gvfer
TASHTHEY H ailagel T T FARed e & fow

FIIsT & TR 1 AR & gardr 1 TEaT &, Va1 g

France’s Charles de Gaulle aircraft carrier group is moving into the
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden as part of efforts by France and Britain to
prepare for a future mission to help freedom of navigation on the
Strait of Hormuz, France’s military said on Wednesday. It said that
the aircraft carrier group had crossed the Suez Canal. REUTERS

AT o AR T Fgl|
CNN founder Ted Turner dead at 87
Agence France-Presse upended established “Ted is the giant on
NEW YORK broadcasting with its dedi- whose shoulders we stand,

Ted Turner, the flam-
boyant U.S. entrepreneur
who transformed televi-
sion news with the crea-
tion of CNN in 1980, has
died at the age of 87, the
network said on
Wednesday.

The moustached south-
erner, yachting enthusiast
and philanthropist, whose
empire also included
sports clubs, had been suf-
fering from the degenera-
tive disease Lewy Body
Dementia.

Cable News Network

cation to around-the-clock
breaking news and shot to
global recognition with its
coverage of the Gulf War in
1990-91.

The 24-hour network
was the first in the United
States to run non-stop
news and quickly built a
worldwide footprint.

Correspondents
brought live coverage from
major events ranging from
the collapse of the Soviet
Union to the Chinese
crackdown on the Tianan-
men Square protests.
CNN’s decision to keep re-

Ted Turner

porters in Baghdad amid
U.S. bombing on the Iraqi
capital cemented the net-
work’s reputation as an in-
dispensable source of
breaking news.

07M. CNN founder Ted Turner dead at 87

HuaTea F HEYTIF 3 Toid HT 87 a¥ Y 31y & foverer

and we will all take a mo-
ment today to recognise
him and his impact on our
lives and the world,” Mark
Thompson, chairperson
and CEO of CNN World-
wide, said in a statement.

“He was and always will
be the presiding spirit of
CNN.”

CNN’s success inspired
the creation of other 24-
hour news channels in-
cluding Fox News by long-
time Turner rival Rupert
Murdoch, MSNBC and
countless networks
worldwide.

e Ted Turner, the flamboyant U.S. entrepreneur who transformed television news with the
creation of CNN in 1980, has died at the age of 87, the network said on Wednesday.

28 &Y, g8 afa MR 3z fSegiar 1980 & Hiverwa it T X ShfasTa TAER Sord

a#raaﬁﬁm,mswﬁ@ryqﬁﬁaﬂﬁw,mﬁgwﬁwl

e The moustached southerner, yachting enthusiast and philanthropist, whose empire also
included sports clubs, had been suffering from the degenerative disease Lewy Body

Dementia.

ot ater gferoly ARG, Ahraer 9ol 3R RITHRY, THART FATT Wel Fofal e thell §31T 2T,
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Gukesh sends out a massive
message by beating Sindarov

CHESS

Press Trust of India
WARSAW

Reigning world champion
D. Gukesh on Wednesday
sent out a massive message
to chess buffs across the
globe by beating his chal-
lenger for the world
crown, Javokhir Sindarov
of Uzbekistan in the fifth
round of the Super Rapid
and Blitz, a part of the
Grand Chess Tour, here.

Gukesh had earlier
walked out of the main
competition of the Grand
Chess Tour, citing his form
and to focus more on train-
ing ahead of his World
Championship title
defence.

He was, however, in full
swing as he matched Sin-
darov move for move in a
rapid encounter. The Uz-
bek Grandmaster had ear-
lier dismissed claims that

ING Vi
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Statement win: Gukesh wrapped up the win against Sindarov in 52

moves. FLICKR/GRANDCHESSTOUR

this was an important
clash ahead of the World
Championship match but
his play clearly showed he
was under some pressure.

Interestingly enough,
Gukesh and Sindarov both
lost their previous games
coming into this round.
Gukesh was outdone by
Radoslav Wojtashek of Po-
land while Sindarov lost to
tournament leader Wesley
So of the United States.

So leads with eight

points from five games,
having won three and
drawn two. With each vic-
tory worth two points in
the rapid games, Wesley is
now trailed by compatriot
Hans Moke Niemann who
is having a great run on se-
ven points.

Gukesh is on five points
and is not too far behind
with as many as four rapid
and 18 blitz games remain-
ing in the tournament that
offers a dynamic format.

07M. Gukesh sends out
amassive message by
beating Sindarov

THe o AR 1 g
a31 "ewr feam

e Reigning world
champion D. Gukesh on
Wednesday sent out a
massive message to chess
bue s across the globe by
beating his challenger for the
world crown, Javokhir
Sindarov of Uzbekistan in
the fifth round of the Super
Rapid and Blitz, a part of the
Grand Chess Tour, here.

Aicfer faea A0geT &Y. e
FUAR &1 #3990 T F R
R 3 U3 Roes & wrad
gk # faeg Rame & 3=
elcliehell Seafhedre &
SRR RgRIT &I g
gfore a1 3 ererter St
g1 Heer fea|

e Gukesh had earlier
walked out of the main

competition of the Grand Chess Tour, citing his form and to focus more on training ahead of
his World Championship title defence.

A S Teel 391 iat 3R Frea ARTfre RAcrer hr T&tm i Y o 31feren eare & &
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Nicobar’s gram
sabhas signed off on
infra project without
mandated quorum

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Andaman and Nicobar
Islands (A&NI) administra-
tion did not achieve the
mandated 50% quorum at
the gram sabha meetings
held to get consent for the
Centre’s  ¥92,000-crore
Great Nicobar Island pro-
ject. Instead, it claimed to
have done so by atten-
dance figures ranging from
2% to 15% of the popula-
tion, which, it argued in
the Calcutta High Court,
counted as “proper quo-
rum”. The submissions
were made by the adminis-
tration in an affidavit to the
Bench that is hearing a
batch of petitions alleging
that procedures under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA) had
been violated in obtaining
consent for the project.

Quorum is the mini-
mum number of members
needed in such a meeting
to reach a decision. Ac-
cording to the rules issued
by the Centre for the im-
plementation of the FRA, a
quorum at a gram sabha is
achieved only if ‘one-half”
or 50% of the adult popula-
tion of that village is in at-
tendance, of which one-
third must be women.

The administration sub-
mitted that meetings were
held for Campbell Bay,
Laxmi Nagar, and Govind
Nagar gram panchayats,
covering seven villages, on
August 12, 2022. The
Campbell Bay meeting was
attended by 105 people,
the one in Laxmi Nagar by
163 people, and the Govind
Nagar sabha had 81 people.
The administration said all
three meetings passed “un-
animous” resolutions con-
senting to the project.

Compared to the popu-
lation of these gram pan-
chayats as per the 2011

Census, the strength of the
Campbell Bay meeting was
1.83% of the total popula-
tion of 5,736, that of the
Laxmi Nagar was 14.72% of
the population of 1,107,
and the attendance at the
Govind Nagar meeting was
11.98% of the population of
676. Put together, 349 peo-
ple (4.6%) signed off on the
project at these three gram
sabhas meant to represent
seven villages, whose total
population stood at 7,519
as of 2011

The submissions, which
were taken on record by
the High Court on Wednes-
day, came after the Centre
sought time from the court
to “demonstrate that con-
sent has been taken from
the tribal people”.

In the supplementary
affidavit filed by an official
of the Tribal Welfare De-
partment, the administra-
tion has argued that due
process was followed un-
der the FRA to hold special
gram sabhas, with “prior
notice and proper quo-
rum”, which passed reso-
lutions on forest rights of
the people and consented
to the diversion of forest
land for the project. The
administration also justi-
fied its prior notice of one
day for such meetings.

“It is irrelevant to say
that tribal communities
were excluded from the
FRA process,” the adminis-
tration said, because their
“adequate representation”
had been ensured in the
Sub-Divisional Level Com-
mittee (SDLC), which had
accepted the gram sabha
resolution and recom-
mended for clearance un-
der the FRA. The petitions
before the High Court chal-
lenge not just the gram
sabha resolutions but also
the constitution of the
SDLC.

07M. Nicobar’s gram sabhas signed o on infra
project without mandated quorum

AT FRA & AT AT A a1 Femait F w1
Rt @ #elt §

e The Andaman and Nicobar Islands (A&NI)
administration did not achieve the mandated 50% quorum at the
gram sabha meetings held to get consent for the Centre’s ¥92,000-
crore Great Nicobar Island project.

35ATT AR FARaR SATHHE (A&NI) TATH g T €92,000 FU5 HY
I faslaR gt aRATeTET & faT TgaAfa gred e g mAfeid ame
HIT F&h! 7 TG 50% FRHA BTIAA Tgl H T

e Instead, it claimed to have done so by attendance figures
ranging from 2% to 15% of the population, which, it argued in the
Calcutta High Court, counted as “proper quorum”.

% T, GATHA o &1dT TR foh 30 TAEEaT & 2% & 15% do
1 3UTRITT & TR W) Jg Gishar I &1, [ST8 38e Ferhdl g$hie
3T dRA” SdmT|

e The submissions were made by the administration in an
affidavit to the Bench that is hearing a batch of petitions alleging that
procedures under the Forest Rights Act (FRA) had been violated in
obtaining consent for the project.

Y TEIC! TITH GaRT 3H WS & HHET ST §olthedld H 1 978, ST
3oT AR IR GAaTs X T & TSHetst 3R e ara g o
IRASTAT & foT @gAfa uTed e 7 a1 TR FffAgs (FRA) $r
GfshaT3it &1 Seorad fohar =)

e According to the rules issued by the Centre for the
implementation of the FRA, a quorum at a gram sabha is achieved
only if ‘one-half’ or 50% of the adult population of that village is in
attendance, of which one-third must be women.

FRA & fshaiTeadet & foIT ohey g1 STRY 0@l & 378, A1 |e7T &
FRA T R AT ST ST 3 I Y GIEh TSTGT T 3T AT
50% 3UfEYd &Y, el va-faers Afgend &f|
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CJI's role in CEC, EC appointments
was temporary, pending new law: SC

Court’s observation was in response to pleas challenging a 2023 Act, which replaced the CJI with a Union Minister on the

selection panel; petitioners argue this law overrides a Constitution Bench judgment which sought a panel of PM, LoP, CJI

Krishnadas Rajago)
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday said

the Chief Justice of
India’s involvement in the
appointment of the Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) and Election Com-
missioners (ECs) was only
meant to last until Parlia-
ment came up with a law.

The court’s observation
was in response to multiple
petitions challenging the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and other Election
Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Ser-
vice, and Term of Office)
Act of 2023.

The petitioners, who in-
clude the Association for
Democratic Reforms and
activist Jaya Thakur, said
the 2023 law clothed the
political executive of the
day with a dominant, if not
“exclusive”, control over
the appointment of the
CEC and ECs.

The law was introduced
in December 2023, ostensi-
bly to countermand a Con-
stitution Bench judgment
in March the same year.

Q Are you saving Parliament did not have

the power to make the Law? Or can 4
mandanus be given to Parliament co make a
Lo smily in u certain way?

SUI'KEME €CUUKRT

This judgment had de-
clared that CEC and EC ap-
pointments should be
made on the recommenda-
tion of a committee of the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition of the
Lok Sabha (LoP) or the
leader of the largest Oppo-
sition party in the Lok Sab-
ha, and the Chief Justice of
India (C]T).

The court had ordered
that its judgment would re-
main operative till “Parlia-
ment makes a law in con-
sonance with Article 324(2)
of the Constitution”.

Consequently, the go-
vernment brought the
2023 Act, replacing the CJI
with a Union Cabinet Mi-
nister in the committee.
The current CEC, Gyanesh

Kumar, was the first to be
appointed to the office un-
der the new law.

‘Prime Minister’s man’
On Wednesday, senior ad-
vocate Vijay Hansaria, ap-
pearing for the petitioners,
said the Constitution fram-
ers and the Supreme Court
itself had never intended
the CEC to be the “Prime
Minister’s baby or the
Prime Minister’s man”.

Mr. Hansaria submitted
that both the Constitution
framers and the Supreme
Court had warned against
leaving the appointment of
Election Commissioners
exclusively in the hands of
the executive.

He referred to the Su-
preme Court’s own obser-

vations in the March 2023
Constitution Bench judg-
ment (Anoop Baranwal v.
Union of India) that the
“fierce independence,
neutrality and honesty”
envisaged in the institution
of the Election Commis-
sion required an end to go-
vernment monopoly and
“exclusive control” over
appointments to the high-
est poll body.

Prior to the judgment,
the CEC and ECs were ap-
pointed by the President
on the advice of the Prime
Minister. The judgment
had brought the appoint-
ment process on par with
that of the CBI Director.

However, Justice Datta
highlighted that even the
Supreme Court had only
intended the judgment to
be operative till Parliament
passed a law.

“Are you saying Parlia-
ment did not have the pow-
er to make the law? Or can
a mandamus be given to
Parliament to make a law
only in a certain way?” Jus-
tice Datta asked.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, also
for the petitioners, said

their case was not just
about the replacement of
the CJI with a Cabinet Mi-
nister in the committee. It
was also about the consti-
tutionality of an Act which
had effectively reverted the
control over the appoint-
ment of CEC and ECs to the
Executive.

“The point is Election
Commission appointments
cannot be under the con-
trol of the executive,” he
submitted.

Mr.  Sankaranarayan
said the Anoop Baranwal
judgment had addressed a
“legislative vacuum”. Be-
fore March 2023, appoint-
ments of the CEC and ECs
were made by the Presi-
dent on the advice of the
Prime Minister. The “ar-
rangement” had ensured
that the power of appoint-
ment rested with the Polit-
ical Executive.

“This mechanism ought
to have stopped in the
1950s, but whichever par-
ties came to power found
the arrangement conve-
nient,” Mr. Sankaranaraya-
nan said.

Arguments would conti-
nue on Thursday.

07M. CJI's role in CEC, EC appointments was temporary, pending new law: SC
CEC 3R EC fagfaaai & CJ1 # sifft sreurht off, 70 Frefer o AT SC

The Supreme Court on Wednesday said the Chief Justice of India (CJI)’s involvement in
the appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners
(ECs) was only meant to last until Parliament came up with a law.

FNH FIE A UAR I gl o F&T ~IrATeier (CJ1) H q&F oA1a g (CEC) IR gora
ITIFAT (ECs) H1 (@Gt ¥ AR shael A9 0eh o ToIT oY ST Th TS IS Hlefed el sell

il

The court’s observation was in response to multiple petitions challenging the Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of
Service, and Term of Office) Act of 2023.

37eTeret S Ig feoaul HEw gora g 3R e goirg IrgFa (Agfaa, dar i ord sk
FriehTer) Arfafaaer, 2023 &1 el & arell S Fnfaait & Siare # 31g|

The petitioners, who include the Association for Democratic Reforms and activist Jaya
Thakur, said the 2023 law clothed the political executive of the day with a dominant, if not
“exclusive”, control over the appointment of the CEC and ECs.

TifreTeRci3i, e vaifiees wR A ReF Rl 3R wrisrdt s s1e enfdie €, & &
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e Consequently, the government brought the 2023 Act, replacing the CJI with a Union Cabinet
Minister in the committee.

% 916 WHR o 2023 FfAFAIT o, foraa afdfa J CJ1 Hr g v FET Faste 7=t ar
enfFer fohar aram|

o He referred to the Supreme Court’s own observations in the March 2023 Constitution
Bench judgment (Anoop Baranwal v. Union of India) that the “fierce independence,
neutrality and honesty” envisaged in the institution of the Election Commission required an
end to government monopoly and “exclusive control” over appointments to the highest poll

body.

Segiel AT 2023 & WiAYT d15 o el ([T SRATTT AT AR TH) H FAHH FH1E Hr
fecafOrat &1 Seor Tohar, Toras wgr araT AT foh Fotta AT T T Tac=dr, fosaatar 3R
SHTCRY” GIATRET el & ToIT BIhR o THITARR IR “TARAT =0T bl FHATCT ST 3TaTh

gl

When does a CM cease to hold office?

Can a Governor remove a Chief Minister? What does ‘pleasure of the Governor’ mean? When is a floor test required? What happens after the Assembly’s

tenure ends? Can election results be challenged in court?

EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:

day after the Trinamool
Congress lost the West Bengal
elections to the BJP, party

chairperson Mamata Banerjee
on May 5 said she would not resign as
Chief Minister, alleging that the verdict
was the result of a “conspiracy” rather
than the people’s mandate. Addressing a
press conference, Ms. Banerjee claimed
the elections had not been conducted
fairly and accused the BJP of misusing
central forces to “forcibly capture” booths
and influence the outcome. She added
that the party would challenge the results
and continue its political fight.

Can a Governor remove a CM?
Article 164(1) of the Constitution provides
that “the Chief Minister shall be
appointed by the Governor and the other
Ministers shall be appointed by the
Governor on the advice of the Chief
Minister, and the Ministers shall hold
office during the pleasure of the
Governor.” On a literal reading of the
provision, therefore, the Governor
appears to possess the authority to
remove a CM from office. However,
members of the Constituent Assembly
had cautioned that such a provision could
potentially lend itself to an arbitrary
exercise of gubernatorial discretion.
Constituent Assembly member
Mohammad Ismail Khan had moved an
amendment to the provision (then Article
144 of the Draft Constitution) proposing
that the phrase “during the pleasure” be
replaced with the words “so long as they
enjoy the confidence of the Legislative
Assembly of the State.” He contended that
once the constitutional scheme envisaged
the Governor as a nominee of the

President, the Constitution ought to have
made it explicit that the Council of
Ministers would hold office not at the
Governor’s pleasure, but only so long as it
continued to enjoy the confidence of the
Legislative Assembly.

Addressing this concern, Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar, Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the Constitution, affirmed
that the Council of Ministers shall hold
office only so long as it enjoys the
confidence of the majority. “The reason
why we have not so expressly stated it,”
he explained, “is because it has not been
stated in that fashion or in those terms in
any of the Constitutions which lay down a
parliamentary system of government.”

Over the years, the Supreme Court has
also interpreted the Governor’s powers as
flowing primarily from the “aid and
advice” of the Council of Ministers. In A.G.
Perarivalan v. State Through
Superintendent of Police (2022), the apex
court observed that the “Governor” is
“but a shorthand expression for the State
government”. While recognising the
Governor as “the formal head and sole

Awoman walks past banners of Mamata Banerjee, on Wednesday, in Kolkata. PTi

repository of the executive power”, the
court held that the office is ordinarily
bound by the aid and advice of the State’s
Council of Ministers.

When is a floor test required?

If a Governor asks a Chief Minister to step
down and invites another candidate for
the post while the tenure of the
Legislative Assembly is still on, there has
to be a floor test — a constitutional
mechanism used to determine whether
the executive enjoys the confidence of the
legislature. Under this process, the Chief
Minister must prove majority support in
the House. Failure to do so requires the
CM to resign.

If no party or coalition can form a
stable government, President’s Rule
under Article 356 may be imposed as a
measure of last resort.

What happens after the Assembly’s
tenure ends?

Article 172 of the Constitution deals with
the duration of a State Leg

sooner dissolved”, an Assembly “shall
continue for five years from the date
appointed for its first meeting and no
longer, and the expiration of the said
period of five years shall operate as a
dissolution of the Assembly.”

According to the Election Commission,
the current West Bengal Assembly
commenced its term on May 8, 2021, and
is set to expire on May 7. Thereafter, the
Governor will have to initiate the process
for constituting a new Assembly.

What happens next?
According to former Lok Sabha
Secretary-General P.D.T. Achary, a formal
resignation following defeat in an
Assembly election is largely a matter of
convention. “Even if Ms. Banerjee does
not resign, it would make no material
difference. The tenure of the present
Assembly ends on May 7, and with its
dissolution, she will automatically cease
to hold office as Chief Minister,” he said.

He, however, pointed out that an
election petition may be filed before the
Calcutta High Court within 45 days from
the declaration of the results of the
concerned candidate. Section 100 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951
enumerates the grounds on which the
election of a candidate may be challenged
and declared void, including corrupt
practices by the candidate and
non-compliance with statutory provisions
by the returning officer, among other
grounds. He noted that a writ petition
may be maintainable where the challenge
concerns the integrity of the electoral
process itself, including allegations of
arbitrary voter deletions during the
special intensive revision of electoral rolls
in West Bengal.

“Large-scale deletion of voters in an
election constitutes a violation of
fundamental rights and can therefore be

Assembly and stipulates that, “unless

C d through a writ petition,” he
said.

THE GIST

v

Though Article 164 states that
the Council of Ministers holds
office “during the pleasure of
the Governor”, this is not
absolute; in practice, a Chief
Minister can continue only so
long as they enjoy the
confidence of the Legislative
Assembly.

v

The majority of a Chief Minist¢
is determined through a floor
test in the House, and if they
fail to prove support, they mu
resign.
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07M. When does a CM cease to hold oce?
HEIHA Fd 9¢ W T T 9 AT 82

Can a Governor remove a CM?

FAT ToaaTel fell FEIa=N 1 9 & g1 Hhal 572

Article 164(1) of the Constitution provides that “the Chief Minister shall be appointed by the
Governor and the other Ministers shall be appointed by the Governor on the advice of the
Chief Minister, and the Ministers shall hold office during the pleasure of the Governor.”

HRIUT & IeTeda 164(1) F Ig WIaeTeT fohar aran & o “Feassh &1 g Teardrer gany &
mammﬁﬁﬁ@rmwaﬁams W TSI SaRT &t Sreefy, R A4
TSI & JAGUAT e eIRUT i |”

Constituent Assembly member Mohammad Ismail Khan had moved an amendment to the
provision (then Article 144 of the Draft Constitution) proposing that the phrase “during the
pleasure” be replaced with the words “so long as they enjoy the confidence of the Legislative
Assembly of the State.”

TIAUTT WHT o T ET AGFAC STATSA WA o SH TAUT (AchTollel THT HIIETT & IHeTeda
144) 7 TR TEIT I §U T @1 AT T “TaeUid” eTeel & TATT T “STe e d Ao i
Rrermarasn 1 fa2ard a0 IW” et &1 9T fohar S|

Over the years, the Supreme Court has also interpreted the Governor’s powers as flowing
primarily from the “aid and advice” of the Council of Ministers.

st o GRIeT, STaAH +ARITerT o 8 ASTTer Y ATFTAT Y ATEAT HEgd: AFTREG 6T
“TETITT 31X TATE” § 3T gle aTell ATFaAT & FT H FT g1

In A.G. Perarivalan v. State Through Superintendent of Police (2022), the apex court
observed that the “Governor” is “but a shorthand expression for the State government”.

A.G. Perarivalan 9T I i sreflars & ATEIS & T (2022) A A, Hafed ~arTerd
o feoqolt &t foh “TsadTer” IR H “Usd THR & AT TFd Teh Hiared 3ifdcaied A g

When is a  oor test required?

FA T Y HTTIFAT Fd ISl §72

If a Governor asks a Chief Minister to step down and invites another candidate for the post
while the tenure of the Legislative Assembly is still on, there has to be a floor test — a
constitutional mechanism used to determine whether the executive enjoys the confidence of
the legislature.

fe 1S TeAaTer el HETHA T Ue DS P FEcll § AT RAUTTHHT HT FIEhrel FHC T
o= foRelY 31T 3FAIGar T 9g TE0T kel & ToIT AT AT &, AT FeA S T &F STar
§ — I8 U Tautfaes ufthar § foraehr 39T I fAuTRa e & fow forar smar § o sryarforeer
I TNyt T fa2ary ured § A7 87|

Under this process, the Chief Minister must prove majority support in the House.

S SIS o 39T, FEHN 1 Tt 3 TgAT FHIA e e gl |

Failure to do so requires the CM to resign.

UHT T H TAthel TgeT T HEIHAY bl SEATDI ST ISl g

If no party or coalition can form a stable government, President’s Rule under Article 356
may be imposed as a measure of last resort.

I IS el 31T TSatiel [EUT AR Follel & FeTd o g, ol 3icie 3UrT oh &9 H 3Hefeda 356
& 3T TSt AT ST ST THT & |
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What happens after the Assembly’s tenure ends?

RUTWHT 1 FRIATT TATCT gt & 91¢ FAT AT 82

e According to the Election Commission, the current West Bengal Assembly commenced its
term on May 8, 2021, and is set to expire on May 7.

foraiaret 3TANT & 31TAR, TcTaATeT ITRe STTer faemerasi o7 hriehiel 8 A 2021 & TR g3 AT
TUT TG 7 A H AT glet dTell gl
e Thereatfter, the Governor will have to initiate the process for constituting a new Assembly.

3% T2AT TSI FT 775 [TUTTHHT & ST T TshaT TRFH HIAT g1l

What happens next?

S d1E 49T gII?

e According to former Lok Sabha Secretary-General P.D.T. Achary, a formal resignation
following defeat in an Assembly election is largely a matter of convention.

qd s Agrfaa €. ). & I & HTAR, AU Yo H wrery & e Ao
SECHIT ST HEA: Ueh IR T fasg ¢
e “Even if Ms. Banerjee does not resign, it would make no material difference. The tenure of

the present Assembly ends on May 7, and with its dissolution, she will automatically cease to
hold office as Chief Minister,” he said.

Sgiel ahet, “afe; Gt FeTsit ST w781 ot St €, A SHA IS AREcAfdeh 37X 76T TS9M| qcTHT=T
eI T HRIehTel 7 # T THTC &1 6T 8, iR 38 e & &y € 9 Tad: FegeH A 9g |
TET Tgefr|”

e He, however, pointed out that an election petition may be filed before the Calcutta High
Court within 45 days from the declaration of the results of the concerned candidate.

gTeiiTeh, 3egiet g 8 ST o FEfd 3eAgar & IRuTH DT g & 45 et & $irax werear
399~y & fraTae 3R gR i 51 el &1

e Section 100 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 enumerates the grounds on
which the election of a candidate may be challenged and declared void, including corrupt
practices by the candidate and non-compliance with statutory provisions by the returning
officer, among other grounds.

st yfafafles srffaga, 1951 T &RT 100 3 3MURT 1 3ear@ HAT ¢ o7 9T fondl 37digar
o fordTeret st il &1 ST Fehcll & 4T 39 & el fanam St @b &, fSi=e 3elear ganT
srse 3meror auT Refeer srftrardt garr denfares raeit 1 reTdrere o ser 3nfe anfdrer §

e He noted that a writ petition may be maintainable where the challenge concerns the integrity
of the electoral process itself, including allegations of arbitrary voter deletions during the
special intensive revision of electoral rolls in West Bengal.

3egiel g 871 et that T Uty 7 Re anfRreT wdienrd g #ohclt &, 5161 Yol T faraerer
w1 foysaetar & Faterd g, foras afdeas some 7 Aderar gfeat & ey gt gadearor &
ERIeT AT &IT A ATSTAT3T o ATH gelel o 3RIT LA &l

o “Large-scale deletion of voters in an election constitutes a violation of fundamental rights
and can therefore be challenged through a writ petition,” he said.

3egiel hel, “Iel1d H 93 YA TR AASTATHT & A1 G STl Hifew faaRY o1 3eaiae § 31k
SaTAT 38 Re FTfATT o ATETH & Faitcll &1 ST Fehell E1”
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qd TER SRt CEO dufar wt CBFC &1 srewrat fagarar i aram

Ex-Prasar Bharati
CEO Vempati named
CBFC Chairperson

GS Il: Governance |

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Former Prasar Bharati CEO
Shashi Shekhar Vempati
has been appointed Chair-
person of the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC). He replaces Pra-
soon Joshi, who has been
named the Prasar Bharati
Chairman.

Mr. Joshi, a screenwriter
and lyricist, who has also
worked in advertising, had
been helming the CBFC
since 2017, before his ap-
pointment to the public
broadcaster on May 2.

Mr. Vempati had been
Prasar Bharati CEO from
2017 to 2022, following
which he served in various
capacities at the University
Grants Commission, televi-
sion ratings agency BARC,
and the Department of
Science and Technology.
More recently, he has been
running Al4India, a forum
that has held discussions
on fostering a domestic Al
ecosystem. He is also on
the Board of BharatGen, an
IIT Bombay-incubated in-
itiative that is working on
Indic language-focused Al
models.

Rl

Shashi Shekhar Vempati

pramaan system, used by
censor board officials to
process applications and
hand out certificates.
While he rarely discussed
his role at the CBFC, film
censorship expanded in
key areas, such as mention
of political personalities
and scrutiny of religious
themes in cinema. Hun-
dreds of hours of footage
were impacted by censor-
ship from 2018 to 2022, a
period during which cut
lists were readily available.
The CBFC shut off ready
access to cut lists last year.

The Board faced court
challenges in this period
from the producers of Vi-
jay-starrer Jana Nayagan
and BJP MP Kangana Ra-
naut-starrer  Emergency,

Censorship expansion with both accusing the

Mr. Joshi’s tenure at the CBFC of illegally withhold-

CBFC was characterised by  ing certificates even after

a digitisation effort that examining committees had

culminated in the e-Cine- approved those films.
ST &Yt H A &

07M. Ex-Prasar Bharati CEO Vempati named
CBFC Chairperson

94 JHR HReAT CEO dufer Y CBFC &7 3reat
fergerer o o

e Former Prasar Bharati CEO Shashi Shekhar
Vempati has been appointed Chairperson of the Central
Board of Film Certification (CBFC).

T4 JHR #ReAT CEO Aflr Q@ Jufy &1 dear 1S 341w Reewr
wféfraera (CBFC) T 3reget fgerd fhar s g |

e He replaces Prasoon Joshi, who has been named
the Prasar Bharati Chairman.

Segiol THT Sl T T foram g, ol TR R adter
AT AT &

e More recently, he has been running Al4india, a
forum that has held discussions on fostering a domestic Al
ecosystem.

g1 &1 3, 98 Aldindia Tl ¢ §, S 8 Al gRIfEea Y
JETaT &1 O I el aTell U 7 g

e Heis also on the Board of BharatGen, an IIT
Bombay-incubated initiative that is working on Indic
language-focused Al models.

ag BharatGen & &1$ & 8 §, SV IIT Bombay-incubated
gl § 3R IR smur3it W HET Al Alseq W F1F HT @Y
gl

Censorship expansion

FRY F1 IR

e Mr. Joshi’s tenure at the CBFC was characterised
by a digitisation effort that culminated in the e-Cinepramaan
system, used by censor board officials to process
applications and hand out certificates.

Seft ST CBFC sierTel i3fSieeiienor uamat & fore Sirer ara,
ToraeT 9RO e-Cinepramaan system & 9 # TTHeT 371,
TSI 3T TR 915 TUSPRT 3de wishar 3R gaAOaT

e The CBFC shut off ready access to cut lists last year.
CBFC & feel a¥ she foree deh 3= I e X &
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AR 3T IresRAT & gt W T&T AT 3o i it

07M

Indonesia’s ‘new’ aircraft carrier: defence boost or expensive gamble?

1A I T ‘AAT TAATAATEF 9N T&T Hraell AT HGI &1a?

07M

North Korea revises constitution to remove ‘unification’ with the South

3T FINAT o STAT F AT ‘THHIOT gl & o Fiaemsr 7 wanersT fmar

07M

Belgium trades barbs with the U.S.,
Tga)-RAef fare sga W afeere 1 3R sik sormsa & e agw

Israel as antisemitism row ares

Vietnam major pillar of India’s Act East Policy,
says Modi as defence, rare-earth ties renewed

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s relation with Viet-
nam is a partnership that
does not aim at any other
country in the Indo-Pacific
region, said senior officials
on Wednesday.

The remarks came soon
after India welcomed Gen-
eral Secretary of the Com-
munist Party of Vietnam’s
Central Committee To
Lam, who is also the cur-
rent Viethamese President.

During a bilateral dis-
cussion at Hyderabad
House between To Lam
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the two sides ele-
vated the bilateral relation
to the level of “enhanced
comprehensive strategic
partnership” and signed at
least 13 documents, includ-
ing one on cooperation in
critical minerals.

“Vietnam is a major pil-

Key partners: Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Viethamese
President To Lam in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

lar of India’s Act East Poli-
cy and Vision MAHASA-
GAR. We have a common
outlook in the field of Indo-
Pacific. With our streng-
thening ties in the field of
defence and security, we
are helping rule of law,
peace, stability and pros-
perity. India will expand
ties with ASEAN through
its relation with Vietnam,”

said Mr. Modi, welcoming
Mr. Lam.

Mr. Modi said India-Viet-
nam trade has touched $16
billion and would touch
$25 billion by 2030.

Recalls Nehru’s visit

Delivering a speech at the
Indian Council of World Af-
fairs (ICWA) after being
hosted at Hyderabad

House by Mr. Modi, Mr.
Lam referred to India’s
support to Vietnam’s liber-
ation and said, “We will
never forget that Prime Mi-
nister Jawaharlal Nehru
was the first foreign leader
to visit Vietnam in 1954,
just one week after the lib-
eration of Hanoi.”

In a joint statement, the
two sides welcomed the
steady progress in the im-
plementation of the de-
fence Lines of Credit (LoC)
extended by India to Viet-
nam, acknowledging that
the LoC helped “Vietnam’s
defence capabilities” and
advanced bilateral defence
cooperation.

The Ministry of Public
Security in Vietham also
firmed up plans to en-
hance work with the Na-
tional Security Council Se-
cretariat of India.

The visiting side also
sealed thirteen documents

with India, including an
MoU between the Reserve
Bank of India and the State
Bank of Vietnam on coop-
eration in the area of Pay-
ment Systems and innova-

tion in digital payments as

well as an MoU on radioac-
tive and rare earth
minerals.

Earlier in the day, De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh held a bilateral meet-
ing with Vietnam’s Deputy
Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of National Defence,
Phan Van Giang in New
Delhi reaffirming the
strong momentum in In-
dia-Vietnam defence
relations.

The discussions focused
on expanding cooperation
in maritime security; de-
fence industry collabora-
tion; and joint research.
The two sides also stressed
the need to enhance regu-
lar military interactions

07M. Vietnam major pillar of India’s Act East Policy, says Modi as defence,
rare-earth ties renewed

AR $T TFe $¥C AT FT V7@ Fasr Raaame, @i AR [-3rd waut i aar &9

A

e During a bilateral discussion at Hyderabad House between To Lam and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the two sides elevated the bilateral relation to the level of “enhanced

comprehensive strategic partnership” and signed at least 13 documents, including one on

cooperation in critical minerals.

Yo 13 # & e 3R g ads A & e gfavsir @t & S Qe gatt 3 deet e

“Seddl ST TOTAN TR VIFIGRY” & T cleh a6 3R Ageaqor @iastt & gedier afgd wa-3-
e 13 SEATASI I FEAER fohv|
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o “Vietnam is a major pillar of India’s Act East Policy and Vision MAHASAGAR.
“fargaam IR &1 teFe §¥e Afe 3R s AEPR 1 97T T B |
e Mr. Maodi said India-Vietnam trade has touched $16 billion and would touch $25 billion by

2030.
A AEY o gl foF ART-TaTTATH TR 16 msﬁ‘maasqgagar%ﬁ-\rzosoﬁzs I ST’
a%q'g%ram?rrl

Recalls Nehru’s visit

ATE Y IFT A 1S THAT I AT

o Delivering a speech at the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) after being hosted at
Hyderabad House by Mr. Modi, Mr. Lam referred to India’s support to Vietnam'’s liberation and
said, “We will never forget that Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was the first foreign leader
to visit Vietnam in 1954, just one week after the liberation of Hanoi.”

Y AT SaRT EeETE, 139 H AT FIIHA & J1G, 33T FI3TAT 36 Te8 IFIH (ICWA)
ﬁmwaagqaﬁamﬁﬁuaﬂmaﬁrmﬁmﬁ%ﬂmmwmmamm, &
el FTET Sl Toh T STATETAATS AeE 1954 H geils T HTF & shdel Teh Hollg J1e
=TT 31T arer Uger facel ar )7

¢ |n ajoint statement, the two sides welcomed the steady progress in the implementation of the
Defense Lines of Credit (LoC) extended by India to Vietnam, acknowledging that the LoC
helped “Vietnam’s defence capabilities” and advanced bilateral defence cooperation.

TYF ST H Sl g&il o $Rel SarT faI A=A i fT a7 &7 et 31w F3e (LoC)
Wﬁ?%wﬁwmmmm%sﬂmcﬁ“famamaﬁrrmmsﬁ”aﬁ
AT TR T gfaqafar 6T HgdeT &1 3719 TG

e The visiting side also sealed thirteen documents with India, including an MoU between the
Reserve Bank of India and the State Bank of Vietham on cooperation in the area of
Payment Systems and innovation in digital payments as well as an MoU on radioactive and
rare earth minerals.

3TITeh U&7 o SRl & WY TNE aEcTdsil IR e fohe, oot Rl Rerd d sik R dw
3t fagaameT & dfier sperairel Jorelr AR f3fSeer $pareret Farar & Hgder WX Ueh FHSAT AT
(MoU) aar ¥zt 31k R 3rdf @fastt o e MoU enfier &1

e Earlier in the day, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held a
bilateral meeting with Vietham’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of National Defence, Phan Van Giang in New Delhi reaffirming the
strong momentum in India-Vietnam defence relations.

SO Ygol oot 7 8T J Tty g o 775 oot & RAaaama &
SATUTAFHAT R AT 6T FAT B aret foramer & @y gfausfa So
1 3R RA-faad=T 8T Fereil hr HoTe a1fey Y gai: gfse |

def OMIMSSio ” 07M. India, Algeria hold first joint defence
efence commission mee commission meet

India and Algeria held their inaugural Joint m .
Commission meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday, AR 3'ﬁT g # tI?T»ﬁ a-ga'_d &1 3“1"7[ aﬁ
marking a significant step forward in bilateral

defence ties. According to the Defence Ministry, mﬂ' *l'

the discussions focused on enhancing

cooperation in key areas such as training, joint

military exercises, medical collaboration, and e India and Algeria held their inaugural Joint Commission
defence industry engagement. Both sides signed . . ; . .

the Rules of Procedure to oversee the meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday, marking a significant step
implementation of India-Algeria defence forward in bilateral defence ties.

cooperation. The meeting was co-chaired by Joint 3 ¥ 5 AN . 3 379 :

Secretary (International Cooperation) Amitabh HRT s o HdTeldX &l Fré' ia("-“l H qﬁ W
Prasad and Algeria’s Chief of Staff of the Naval 31.@.%?_'. aﬁ'q' e aqga‘q‘u‘r m
Forces, Major General Kaid Nour Eddine. m a?’_cﬁ ﬁ-’ ‘_’ﬂ- \ m T&TT m ﬁ Ueh a

India, Algeria hold first joint
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T Thd &
e According to the Defence Ministry, the discussions focused on enhancing cooperation in key

areas such as training, joint military exercises, medical collaboration, and defence industry
engagement.

T HATET & 3R, T T he; TIRIGTOT, T Ve 378014, FAfehcar Fe2iaT 3 &t e
TEHTINCAT S Fo7 &1 7 HgAaT Sl 27|

e Both sides signed the Rules of Procedure to oversee the implementation of India-Algeria
defence cooperation.

SIT it F HRA-3esIRAT T&T AT & HRITeaTT T HIRIAT & ToIT Fed 3T TRfeR 9T
EEATER fhU|

Indonesia’s ‘new’ aircraft carrier:
defence boost or expensive gamble?

The decommissioned Italian carrier is expected to enhance Indonesias offensive capabilities, amid China’s aggressive posturing: an expert says it is

good news for ASEAN and India, which would want a stronger Indonesia in the Indo-Pacific; but Opposition parties raise concerns over its viability

NEWS ANALYSIS

Aniket Si Chauhan

n April 28, the Ita-
0Han Parliament
backed the Geor-

gia Meloni-led govern-
ment’s plan to donate a de-
commissioned  aircraft
carrier, Giuseppe Garibal-
di, to Indonesia. If things
go as planned, the Indone-
sian Navy may welcome its
first-ever aircraft carrier as
early as October 5, as per
the Naval Chief, Admiral
Muhammad Al

With this, Indonesia will
become only the second
country in Southeast Asia,
after Thailand, to operate
an aircraft carrier. This
purchase is being seenasa
part of President Prabowo
Subianto’s push to moder-
nise the Indonesian Armed
Forces, in an effort to
maintain strategic autono-
my in the face of growing
enmity between the Unit-
ed States and China.

Push for modernisation

“A big nation like us needs
astrong military. No nation
can be independent with-
out having a strong mili-
tary,” were the words of
President Subianto while
addressing Indonesian Mil-
itary personnel in 2025.

As per Rajiv Bhatia, dis-
tinguished fellow at Gate-
way House and former am-
bassador, “President
Subianto’s modernisation
push in defence has been
his guiding principle since
his time as the Defence Mi-
nister.” A former special
forces operative and Gen-
eral in the Indonesian Ar-
my, Mr. Subianto served as
the country’s Defence Mi-

07M. Indonesia’s ‘new’ aircraft carrier: defence boost or expensive gamble?

baldi was dec

d in 2024 after 40 years of service. It is V/STOL (verticalf short

take-off and landing) capable and will be fully refurbished before joining the Indonesian Navy. REUTERS

nister from 2019 to 2024 in
President Joko Widodo’s
government before as-
cending to the Presidency.

As a result, Mr. Subianto
has inked and overseen a
flurry of defence deals
with a hest of countries.
Major deals included six
FREMM-class and two
Maestrale-class  frigates
from Italy; 42 Rafale fight-
ers, 13 long-range radars,
and two Scorpéne-class
submarines from France;
and 48 KAAN fighter jets
and two Istanbul-class fri-
gates from Tiirkiye.

Mr. Bhatia added, “Pre-
sident Subianto’s foreign
policy has been more inde-
pendent and resilient than
his predecessor Jokowi [Jo-
ko Widodo]. He has been
favouring better relations
with the West, especially
the U.S. However, he still
prefers a balanced ap-
proach with respect to
Beijing.”

In 2024, Mr. Subianto
stated, “Partnerships are
better than conflicts,”

when questions on Chi-
nese claims over Indone-
sian water arose after his
visit to Beijing.

Strategic tightrope
Since swearing in, Mr. Sub-
ianto has been walking a
diplomatic and strategic
tightrope to balance China
and the U.S., while trying
to maintain the Bebas dan
Aktif (free and active) poli-
cy of non-alignment that
has guided Jakarta since in-
dependence. But recent
times have proved difficult
for the archipelagic nation.
China has been using in-
creasingly aggressive pos-
tures on the Natuna Islands
dispute. The dispute
centres on Indonesia’s Ex-
clusive Economic Zone in
the North Natuna Sea,
roughly 650 nautical miles
north of Jakarta, which
China claims falls within its
so called nine-dash line.
While Indonesia, for
long, maintained that it
had no territorial dispute
with China in the South

China Sea, the Natuna Is-
lands have witnessed sev-
eral confrontations since
2005. In 2020, when Presi-
dent Subianto was the De-
fence Minister, a major
standoff drew warships, jet
fighters, and even the then
President Joko Widodo to
the remote islands.

In 2024, a joint state-
ment by China and Indone-
sia, after President Subian-
to’s wvisit, resulted in
Indonesia recognising the
dispute officially for the
first time. While the Indo-
nesian Foreign Ministry
was quick to reiterate that
it did not recognise Chi-
nese claims in the South
China Sea under the Unit-
ed Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UN-
CLOS), Mr. Subianto had to
face intense scrutiny over
this controversial
development.

On the other hand, in
April this year, controversy
arose when a leaked U.S.
document reportedly de-
tailed a deal which granted

the U.S. ‘blanket overflight
rights’ over Indonesia,
agreed upon by both go-
vernments. Essentially, it
allowed U.S. aircraft to use
Indonesian airspace with-
out permission until the
U.S. itself chose to deactiv-
ate the rights. The now-
stalled deal triggered a
massive political storm in
Jakarta, putting Mr. Sub-
ianto’s government in a
spot, yet again.

In such a situation, the
news of Giuseppe Garibaldi
might be the positive deve-
lopment that President
Subianto needs. “It will be
interesting to see how Chi-
na, the U.S., and Indone-
sia’s internal Opposition
react to Garibaldi. It is cer-
tainly good news for
ASEAN and India, which
would want a stronger In-
donesia in the Indo-Pacif-
ic,” added Mr. Bhatia.

‘Non-war operations’
“We intend to focus the
ship on non-war military
operations, but it may also
be deployed for other mis-
sions related to combat,”
said Admiral Ali when he
confirmed the plans to ac-
quire the carrier in 2025
and stressed that the vessel
may also be used for disas-
ter relief.

But Commodore Dee-
pak Bhatia (retd.), who has
served aboard India’s air-
craft carrier INS Viraat,
states, “You don’t induct
an aircraft carrier only for
disaster relief missions.
The forthcoming carrier
will certainly enhance In-
donesia’s offensive and
power projection
capabilities.”

Officially designated as
an aircraft-carrying cruiser
by the Italian Navy, Gari-

FSIATRAAT FT ‘FAT AATTaTES Gl T ATl IT HEI &1a?

e On April 28, the Italian Parliament backed the Georgia Meloni-led government’s plan to

baldi was built by Fincan-
tieri and decommissioned
in 2024 after nearly 40
years of service. Being V/
STOL (vertical/short take-
off and landing) capable, it
operated Harrier II aircraft
and a mix of anti-subma-
rine helicopters. The car-
rier will undergo a full re-
furbishment before joining
the Indonesian Navy.

Indonesia is reportedly
considering including the
Harriers in the deal as well
since it has limited aircraft
options. While the U.S. has
rejected Indonesia’s at-
tempts to buy the F-35
Lightning 1T aircraft, Chi-
nese and French options
are not equipped with ver-
tical take-off and landing
capabilities.  Fincantieri
has proposed to convert
the carrier into a helicop-
ter and/or drone carrier,
ditching the fighters. Ho-
wever, a final decision is
yet to be taken.

Though questions on
the carrier’s viability and
age have been raised by the
Opposition parties, Mr.
Bhatia said, “The refit
route was better suited for
Indonesia since it would
have been too expensive to
buy a new one.” Commo-
dore Deepak Bhatia stated,
“This addition to the Indo-
nesian Navy will definitely
make it a more potent
force.”

However, whether Indo-
nesia can operate a carrier
effectively, given its limited
defence budget and near-
zero experience, remains
uncertain. Thailand’s
Chakri Narubet offers a
cautionary tale: plagued by
maintenance failures, rare-
ly deployed, and now bet-
ter known as a tourist at-
traction than a warship.

donate a decommissioned aircraft carrier, Giuseppe Garibaldi, to Indonesia.
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If things go as planned, the Indonesian Navy may welcome its first-ever aircraft carrier as
early as October 5, as per the Naval Chief, Admiral Muhammad Ali.

AfE T T AT & HTHR EIHT, A AT T AT FgFAe 3ol & AR, FEARATE
AR 5 3ereaR e 79T TGl [AATaTE e Yo Y Hehell B

With this, Indonesia will become only the second country in Southeast Asia, after Thailand,

to operate an aircraft carrier.

SHS WY §Y SRATNAT, ATSels & a1 GFRYOT-9d TRIAT T GERT 2T T ST it fyATeTares A
Harferd HLm|

This purchase is being seen as a part of President Prabowo Subianto’s push to modernise

the Indonesian Armed Forces, in an effort to maintain strategic autonomy in the face of
growing enmity between the United States and China.

58 Tig, &1 Tregufc gatar Flaaral carT $S1ATAATS TRET qail & e folehlehior & TAT
T&EAT H1AT 517 T8 §, feh 3rARenT 3R et & ofirer st geaeit o st IoTehi e Trelell ST

T ST T |

North Korea revises constitution to
remove ‘unification’ with the South

Agence France-Presse
SEOUL

North Korea has deleted all
references to uniting with
South Korea from its con-
stitution, a document re-
viewed by AFP on Wednes-
day showed, underscoring
Pyongyang’s push for a
more hostile policy to-
wards Seoul.

North and South Korea
remain technically at war
because their 1950-53 war
ended in an armistice, not
a peace treaty.

Pyongyang’s constitu-
tion had previously con-
tained a clause stating that
it aimed “to realise the un-
ification of the
motherland”.

Aggressive stand: At a major congress in March, Kim Jong Un
labelled Seoul as the “most hostile state”. REUTERS

That reference no lon-
ger appears in the latest
version, presented on
Wednesday by a professor
during a news conference
at South Korea’s Unifica-
tion Ministry.

North Korean officials

considered constitutional
amendments at a major
congress in March, where
leader Kim Jong Un la-
belled Seoul as the “most
hostile state”.

The revised constitution
also includes a new clause

delineating North Korea’s
territory. Using South Ko-
rea’s official name, it says
that includes the area bor-
dering China and Russia to
the north, “and the Repu-
blic of Korea to the south”.

North Korea “absolutely
does not allow any infrin-
gement on its territory”, it
added.

“North Korea appears to
have codified the message
that it will no longer seek
to claim South Korean ter-
ritory,” said Yang Moo-jin,
a professor emeritus at Se-
oul’s University of North
Korean Studies.

In turn, Pyongyang “ex-
pects the South not to in-
fringe on the North’s terri-
tory” he told AFP.

07M. North Korea revises constitution to remove ‘unil | cation’ with the South

30T HINAT o ST & FTY “THFIOT g & v giens & gaest forar

¢ North Korea has deleted all references to uniting with South Korea from its constitution, a

document reviewed by AFP on Wednesday showed, underscoring Pyongyang’s push for a
more hostile policy towards Seoul.

IR FINAT A 39 AT & gfavor HIRAT & |1 vehrentor & @ dest ger RRu g, guar
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e North and South Korea remain technically at war because their 1950-53 war ended in an
armistice, not a peace treaty.

3 3R g favor IR dencih & @ 319 off Jewr 1 FPufa 1 § #rifer 1950-53 &1 gew anfar
| & T JeUfaRTA Fsilal IR HATCT g31T 27|

e Pyongyang’s constitution had previously contained a clause stating that it aimed “to realise
the unification of the motherland”.

SHNTATT o HTAUT & Tgel Teh FTaile AT [ T ITa7 AT o SHhT 3T “ATGHA T
TR0 HLAT” B

Belgium trades barbs with the U.S,, Israel as antisemitism row flares

ence France-Presse against two suspectstothe  from  any political ~ greater restraint and to  In February, it came
BRUSSELS Antwerp criminal court. influence”. view your role in its proper  ¢o light that Belgium

Israeli Foreign Minister He noted the proceed- context,” the Belgian Mi- o veate
A Belgian probe into sus-  Gideon Saar described the  ings had been initiated by  nister said. %‘,ﬂ

pected illegal circumci- moveas “ascarlet letteron  representatives of the Jew- “It is inappropriate to = ="=T SRSl o
sions sparked a fresh diplo-  Belgian society” in a post ish community and reject-  publicly criticise a country  Suspicion of illegally
matic spat on Wednesday, ~ on X. ed “defamatory” claims and tarnish its image simp-  Dractising medicine
as Israel and the United “With this act Belgium  that Belgium was under- ly because you disagree

States renewed charges of  joins a short and shameful  mining Jewish people’s re-  with judicial proceedings. I

antisemitism against the list, together with Ireland, ligious freedom. have already told you this,” male circumcision, must
country. of countries that use crimi- said Mr. Prevot. be performed by a quali-

The row began in Febru-  nal law to prosecute Jews  ‘Exercise restraint’ “Would you consider it  fied healthcare
ary after it came to light for practising Judaism,” Is- Mr. Prevot suggested a  acceptable for our Ambas-  professional.
that Belgium was investi-  raeli Foreign Minister Gide-  meeting with Mr. Saarinls-  sador in Washington to do The Antwerp public
gating several mohels, men  on Saar said on X. rael “inorder toputanend  the same?” he added. prosecutor’s office said the
who carry out circumci- Belgian Foreign Minister  to any misinterpretations”. US. envoy White had indictment was ready and
sions according to Jewish Maxime Prevot rebuked In another post, he res-  condemned the prosecu- contained sufficient evi-
law, over suspicion of ille-  his Israeli counterpartina  ponded to comments by tion of the pair, one of dence to request that the
gally practising medicine. post responding to Mr. theU.S.ambassadortoBel-  whom he said is American,  two men be tried on charg-

Belgium, Israel, and the  Saar. He told him to stop  gium Bill White, who had  as “WRONG and won't be  es of “premeditated assault
United States traded fresh  his “caricatures”, saying condemned the men'spro- tolerated” in his post. and battery of two minors”
barbs on Wednesday after  the country’s judiciary was  secution as “antisemitic”. In Belgium, all medical and “practising medicine -
arequest to refer the case  independent and “free “I urge you to exercise  procedures, including  without a licence”. Mohels. e y i i 10 Jewish law. GETTY IMAGES

07M. Belgium trades barbs with the U.S., Israel as antisemitism row ares

Tgd)-faeh Rare sea w afeeraw # s ik sormsa & Adt 5w

e A Belgian probe into suspected illegal circumcisions sparked a fresh diplomatic spat on
Wednesday, as Israel and the United States renewed charges of antisemitism against the
country.

T 31T WAAT BT ATl P IhY ATeoTaH 3 E &5 AT o FLUAR T 7T Fewfaeh faare Tt
o e, raiifeh goRTge 3R HgF T ARG ¥ &7 T TgC-faeh gt & 3R fhe gexie |
e The row began in February after it came to light that Belgium was investigating several

mohels, men who carry out circumcisions according to Jewish law, over suspicion of illegally
practising medicine.
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What is Karnataka’s new gig
worker grievance system?

What gap does Karnataka's new system address? How will the welfare fee be used?

shilpa Elizabeth

The story so far:

n May 1, 2026 — International
‘Workers® Day — the Karnataka
government announced the

operationalisation of a
specialised grievance redressal
mechanism for platform-based gig
workers in the State. Claimed to be the
first government-backed grievance
handling mechanism for gig workers in
India, it allows workers to officially lodge
complaints through the Integrated Public
Grievance Redressal System (IPGRS), the
State’s centralised digital platform for
addressing citizen grievances related to
government schemes.

How does the system work?
Platform-based gig workers can now
officially lodge grievances, including
those related to pay, working conditions,
and platform-specific disputes, via the
IPGRS.

Under the Karnataka Platform-Based
Gig Workers (Social Security and Welfare)
Act, every aggregator platform must
constitute an Internal Dispute Resolution
Committee (IDRC). Grievances filed on

the IPGRS will be automatically routed to
the respective platform’s IDRC. Upon
receiving a complaint, the IDRC is
expected to attempt resolution within 15
working days, and is allowed up to 45
days to issue a final order. Any party
aggrieved by the final decision can
escalate the matter to the Karnataka Gig
Workers Welfare Board within 30 days.

‘What concerns can a gig worker
raise?

Gig workers can raise complaints related
to suspension, blocking, or deactivation
of accounts, termination from the
platform, reduction or withholding of
payments, unfair penalties,
discrimination, unsafe working
conditions, or other violations of rights
guaranteed under the Act.

What gap does it address?

While many platforms have internal
grievance redressal mechanisms, these
systems exist outside a formal dispute
resolution framework. As a result, gig
workers have often reported a lack of
resolution to their grievances. Many have
complained that platforms quite often
turn a blind eye to the workers’ woes.

The Karnataka government’s move
seeks to bring more structure and
transparency into the process and ensure
legal recourse for these workers outside
the formal economy. Gig workers can now
officially lodge grievances through the
portal, which will then be routed to the
respective platform’s IDRC. The
government, as a central facilitator, will
monitor the process.

‘Why is the mechanism being
implemented now?

The Karnataka Platform-Based Gig
‘Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Act,
2025, was officially notified in September
2025.

In March 2026, Karnataka became the
first Indian State to notify the Rules to
enact the law for gig workers. The
grievance-redressal mechanism for gig
workers in the State forms a crucial part
of the Act. It is considered a major
deterrent that would hinder arbitrary
terminations or account deactivation of
gig workers and address their concerns.

‘What are the other key developments
related to the Act?
In January 2026, the Karnataka

Platform-Based Gig Workers Welfare
Development Board was constituted to
implement welfare measures.

Platforms have been mandated to v
furnish details of both the company and
their gig workers — including name, age,
phone number, Aadhaar number, UAN,
and bank account details - to the Board.
This data will be integrated into the
Board’s portal.

According to the government, so far,
around 12 platforms/aggregators have
provided details of 12 lakh active gig
workers in the State.

However, given that several workers The move aims to bring
are associated with multiple platforms, structure, transparency, and
the numbers could contain overlaps. This  legal recourse to gig workers,
is expected to be sorted once the addressing issues such as pay,
government comes up with unique IDs for ~ Werking conditions, and
each worker. arbitrary account deactivation.

In February, the government
announced that 1% of every transaction
will be collected from aggregator
platforms to provide social security
benefits to platform-based gig workers.

THE GIST

Kamnataka has operationalised
agovernment-backed
grievance redressal mechanism
for platform-based gig workers,
allowing them to lodge
complaints through the IPGRS,
which is routed to platform
IDRCs for resolution.

-

‘What will the welfare fee be used for?
The welfare fee will go to the Karnataka
Platform-Based Gig Workers’ Fund to
provide social security and welfare
benefits to platform-based gig workers in
the State.

According to government officials,
schemes for gig workers, depending on
the platform they work for, are being
developed and will be put forward for
deliberation at the next board meeting.
The schemes being considered include
life insurance, accidental benefit,
disability benefit, medical benefit,
maternity benefit, and old-age protection,
depending on the nature of gig work.

07M. What is Karnataka’s new gig worker grievance system?

Feresd $1 7% Fer sfAF RNeraa Aaror yome F=ar 82

e On May 1, 2026 — International Workers’ Day — the Karnataka government announced
the operationalisation of a specialised grievance redressal mechanism for platform-based
gig workers in the State.

1 A 2026 — AW HAF faq — T FeAledh TFR o AT H Coehia-3meaia T
AP & AT v AT R fAaror 9= & G=rerT S awon $i

e Claimed to be the first government-backed grievance handling mechanism for gig workers in
India, it allows workers to officially lodge complaints through the Integrated Public
Grievance Redressal System (IPGRS), the State’s centralised digital platform for
addressing citizen grievances related to government schemes.

s IR & 1T A1 & fav gger Wy gafda Rierard fAaror a3 sarr ar g, sy sif@ewr
' §NIeE ufeas Faiw REae RATed (IPGRS) F ATH W 3RS T & RIGRIA gof et
T AT ST 8| TE T T Sheiepel TSToTeel He &, TSTaenT STATET TRART ATt & Heifere
AT RIS & FATTET g FohT ST 8 |

How does the system work?

IE YOIl hA 1 FIAT 8?2

e Platform-based gig workers can now officially lodge grievances, including those related to
pay, working conditions, and platform-specific disputes, via the IPGRS.

T -3TTRA T #Iff® 319 IPGRS & Areyd & NfAHIRE 7 & RIFR~IT gof o Tohd 8,
Srtet aaat, st aRfeufaat, aur coewia-fafise amet & gefa R afde §1
e Under the Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Act,

every aggregator platform must constitute an Internal Dispute Resolution Committee
(IDRC).
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Felled coehie-Hraia frr s (amfors Jeat va weamon) srfafae & i veds
TAIRIET Celechid I Uah e faarg @amers afffa (IDRC) 1fdd &= gt

Grievances filed on the IPGRS will be automatically routed to the respective platform’s IDRC.
IPGRS W gof I Tad: T Tlehisd I IDRC Y ¥ T & siaft|

Upon receiving a complaint, the IDRC is expected to attempt resolution within 15 working
days, and is allowed up to 45 days to issue a final order.

RIS ITed 81 IR IDRC & 31961 T ST & o ag 15 FRt fa@t & ofrar gaAren= 1 g
Y, TTUT T 3MTeRT STRY et & ToIT 38 31f¥rehcrat 45 fat & regaAfey g1l

Any party aggrieved by the final decision can escalate the matter to the Karnataka Gig
Workers Welfare Board within 30 days.

sifcr forotar & 3reiqrse 1S o uaT 30 Rt & o Al I Fettes T e dahay a1 &
THET o ST Hehel B

What concerns can a gig worker raise?

forer faw Fl-wla @ R 3ot aFa §2

Gig workers can raise complaints related to suspension, blocking, or deactivation of
accounts, termination from the platform, reduction or withholding of payments, unfair
penalties, discrimination, unsafe working conditions, or other violations of rights guaranteed
under the Act.

fa19T e @Al & fAreae, sraee sryar fAfSHahor, Colehid & fosshreeT, 8gerdre & seldr
3797 ek, 3]t &3, Heena, JrgRiard s aRfeufor, sruar sifafams & siqea yea
31TIPRY & 3T Sooeel ¥ Gafad RIPRIT 36T dhd B

In March 2026, Karnataka became the first Indian State to notify the Rules to enact the law
for gig workers.

AT 2026 H FHatTes (3197 ATHBT & THT S8 Hlefal T ] et & fgaAl bl g e arer
HRT T gl T el 17|

In January 2026, the Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers Welfare Development
Board was constituted to implement welfare measures.

A 2026 H, FATeH CATHIA-ATNRA T ahHe FHeamor Awr a1E FT 376+ HedordRT
3UTIT T 9] el 6] Toham a1
Platforms have been mandated to furnish details of both the company and their gig workers

— including name, age, phone number, Aadhaar number, UAN, and bank account
details —to the Board.

CIeHhIAT & TETAT foram aram & for 3 F9eiT g 319e) 9T S1fAe) St &1 faawor — TS a9,
3T, BT e, TR HE&AT, UAN T o T farawor Afier § — a1 &l 3uefstr g

According to the government, so far, around 12 platforms/aggregators have provided details
of 12 lakh active gig workers in the State.

IHR & AR, HS e oI 12 CAehist/Thed o Tod & 12 are afsra frer sifdvat 1

TIaoT 39T AT B

However, given that several workers are associated with multiple platforms, the numbers
could contain overlaps.

greirich, e 31ieh AT g CeleHIAT T I3 T &, FATAIT FoT HTehsT H QTeXTd & Hehell &
This is expected to be sorted once the government comes up with unique IDs for each
worker.

g THEAT A GoASTal I I9&T & ST9 TR Fedeh Hfeh o fov faflrse ggamer w&am (Unique
ID) 3Uclet TS|
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e In February, the government announced that 1% of every transaction will be collected from
aggregator platforms to provide social security benefits to platform-based gig workers.

B A, TIhR o TITOT T o Colehie-3TETR e 1T STHehT bl AT G A1 FeleT el
%gmﬂﬁa@tﬁﬁﬁmaﬂ-aam 1% THF THAT ST

What will the welfare fee be used for?

FHeToT eeh HT ITAT fF fore v seam?

e The welfare fee will go to the Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers’ Fund to provide
social security and welfare benee ts to platform-based gig workers in the State.

FIIT Yo 1 HaAlcd CACHIA-HTTR N7 a6 3 & STAT foham S, arfer a7 &
CICThIH- TR 31T HTHhT hT AT FI&TT T FHEATUTRRI S18T FeleT fhT ST Heh |

e The schemes being considered include life insurance, accidental benefit, disability
benefit, medical benefit, maternity benefit, and old-age protection, dependingon the
nature of gig work.

TraRrefier arsrer3it 7 sftaet e, gerea amsr, Reaierar ey, Ry ey, Argea amr v
GEHTAEYT Y& ATH &, ST 31T hrd A gpfet ok foveie apdat|
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Russia’s share in Indian oil
imports jumped in March

Outbreak of West Asian crisis hit India’s Gulf oil supplies, making it turn to Russia; however, India

is now getting Russian oil at a premium of 2.5% compared with a discount of 3.9% in 2025-26

T.C.A. Sharad
NEW DELHI

he West Asia crisis
T and the resultant
supply constraints

have meant that not only
has Russia’s share in India’s
oil imports jumped once
again, but this time India is
paying a substantial premi-
um for Russian oil rather
than the discount it was en-
joying earlier.

An analysis by The Hin-
du of the latest data from
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry shows that
Russia’s share in India’s oil
imports stood at 33.3% or
one-third in March 2026,
the first months after the
West Asia crisis began. Si-
multaneously, the shares
of the Gulf countries as
well as the U.S. have fallen.

However, India is now
getting Russian oil at a pre-
mium of 2.5% as compared
with an average discount of

avan

Pricey purchases

The West Asia crisis has resulted in the discount India enjoyed
on Russian oil turning into a premium. (In $ per tonne)

650 7

Average price paid by India

=== 0il imports from Russia
m overall oil imports

400 T T
Jan. July
2024 2024

Jan, July
2025 2025

Jan.  Apr.
2026 2026

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry

3.9% it had received earlier
in 2025-26.

Dynamic strategies

In the run-up to the West
Asia crisis, India was in the
process of cutting back on
Russian oil in an effort to
align with U.S. interests
and push forward a trade
deal with that country. In

February, Russia’s share
had been 25% and in Janu-
ary, it had fallen to a 41-
month low of 19%.
However, once the U.S.
and Israel attacked Iran on
February 28 and Iran reta-
liated by closing the crucial
Strait of Hormuz, India had
little choice but to look
back to Russia as a major

07M. Russia’s share in Indian oil imports jumped in March

AT & AR & I AATT A TF AT gy 9

oil supplier. In fact, in early
March, the U.S. Treasury
Department, too, issued an
order to “allow” India to
buy Russian oil for a period
of 30 days. While India has
maintained throughout
that it retains the autono-
my to decide where it im-
ports oil from and how
much.

Russia dependence

The data shows India sub-
stantially cut back on the
volume of its overall oil im-
ports in March 2026, likely
because about a third of In-
dia’s crude oil supplies de-
pended on the Strait of
Hormuz.

Total oil imports came
in at 15.8 million metric
tonne (MMT), down nearly
23% over February, and
41% lower than in March
last year. However, out of
this, Russia’s share jumped
to 33.3% even as India’s
Gulf supplies fell sharply.

The West Asia crisis and the resultant supply constraints have meant that not only has
Russia’s share in India’s oil imports jumped once again, but this time India is paying a
substantial premium for Russian oil rather than the discount it was enjoying earlier.

afterer ofirr dwe 31 3EE 3cdeet ATl STeT3i & HROT HRA & Ao I F T Y et
T IR T 57g 918 &, AT 5 IR 9T T el T T8t ATt aTelt T & T2 531 s

T T 8

An analysis by The Hindu of the latest data from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
shows that Russia’s share in India’s oil imports stood at 33.3% or one-third in March 2026,
the « rst months after the West Asia crisis began.

aMforea AR 3EANT FAT & AdlATH 31ihs o & g qarT fhw 1w fawawor & gar werar & fa
qfReH TRIAT Hehe YT Blel o s1g AR 2026 H R & ool AT H T T GEHerT 33.3% et

weh-faers W@
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e Simultaneously, the shares of the Gulf countries as well as the U.S. have fallen.
arer & @rEt &2t 3R 3R A R & AR S B

e However, India is now getting Russian oil at a premium of 2.5% as compared with an
average discount of 3.9% it had received earlier in 2025-26.

gTelifoh, IR 319 §4T ool 2.5% NfATH W Tl T &, STafh 39 2025-26 H gge 3iadeT 3.9%
&1 g A W |

Dynamic strategies

arfaefier Torshifaat

e Inthe run-up to the West Asia crisis, India was in the process of cutting back on Russian oil
in an effort to align with U.S. interests and push forward a trade deal with that country.

afRes TR W @ uge AR AR el & 7T go 3R 39 der o Ay SR wHgita
T 373 FGTol o T H T ol T @G HF HT TG AT

o In February, Russia’s share had been 25% and in January, it had fallen to a 41-month low of

19%.

T H T AT GG 25% Y 3R oA 7 A5 Teehs 41 A & #IeTaA Tl 19% T g

IS AN

e The data shows India substantially cut back on the volume of its overall oil imports in March
2026, likely because about a third of India’s crude oil supplies depended on the Strait of

Hormuz.

377hs STl & foh AT 2026 3 HRCT & 319 Foel el AT T HTAT & H1ohT heldT Y, FeTad:
SafAT iR R T STITHIT Ueh-TIgTS Hed ol hi Y[ glotor STASHTHET T A3 |

To minimise AI's impact on jobs,
ILO bats for lifelong learning

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Given the tumultuous
trends reshaping labour
markets across the world,
lifelong learning needs to
be a central pillar of go-
vernments’ economic and
social policies, the Interna-
tional Labour Organization
said. Growing digitalisa-
tion, artificial intelligence
(AD), green transition and
demographic shifts were
identified as some of the
factors driving this shift.

In a report released in
Geneva on Tuesday, the
ILO emphasised that life-
long learning was about

Key to success: Lifelong Iarning is the bridge between today’s jobs
and tomorrow’s opportunities, says Houngbo. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

more than employability
and productivity. “It un-
derpins decent work, ge-
nuine innovation, active ci-
tizenship, and social
inclusion, making it a cor-

nerstone of any effective
strategy for sustainable
growth and development,”
the report noted.

Lifelong learning is the
bridge between today’s

jobs and tomorrow’s op-
portunities, added ILO Di-
rector-General Gilbert F.

Houngbo.

Strategic policy priority
ILO argues lifelong learn-
ing should be elevated as a
strategic policy priority,
not just as a tool to raise
productivity and facilitate
sustainable growth but al-
S0 as a systemic enabler of
personal and societal ad-
vancement, equity, and de-
cent work in 21st century.

It flags a ‘striking gap’ in
comprehensive, authorita-
tive, up-to-date research
that captures the full scope
of lifelong learning.

07M. To minimise Al’s impact on jobs, ILO bats for lifelong learning

AFRRET T Al F THIT FT FH T F AT ILO o 3refige dra@a W AR =2ar
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e Given the tumultuous trends reshaping labour markets across the world, lifelong learning
needs to be a central pillar of governments’ economic and social policies, the International
Labour Organization (ILO) said.

gV 31X & A STSTRT T Sgel QT 3el-gUel 31 TR 1 ST §U, AT 43 HISeT
(ILO) & gl Toh JTeliasT WG TIHRT T 3TV 3R AR ATADT DT ho T T gl ATRT|

e Growing digitalisation, artificial intelligence (Al), green transition and demographic shifts
were identified as some of the factors driving this shift.

oo FEfSreehsor, Fhe geftermr (A), eRa aRade 3R Seaiteashg seara 3@ aRade wr
31T9T §GTeT dTel F@ hRehl o § H Jgilt 17|

e |In areport released in Geneva on Tuesday, the ILO emphasised that lifelong learning was
about more than employability and productivity.

HITTaR & faaAar & Sy v RO 7 1LO & IR fear fop 3meiiae drg=r et VTR &7 ar 3k
3cqTgehdT deh WfAT el &1

o “lt underpins decent work, genuine innovation, active citizenship, and social inclusion,
making it a cornerstone of any effective strategy for sustainable growth and development,” the
report noted.

RAIE I gl 71T, “Ig GFATAAAS FR, dE A AR, TlhT ATeTRSAr 3R Frefors
AU FI Aid &, Toad Ig Tad faer 31 garfar v frady si werrdy Ioifar &1 3R s Sirar
gl

o Lifelong learning is the bridge between today’s jobs and tomorrow’s opportunities, added
ILO Director-General Gilbert F. Houngbo.

|Lo$mﬁaewﬁﬁéw.§mﬁm%mmmﬁmmm$m
& e ol T h1H AT B |

Strategic policy priority
TorAfae sfaera grafAsar

e |LO argues lifelong learning should be elevated as a strategic policy priority, not just as a
tool to raise productivity and facilitate sustainable growth but also as a systemic enabler of
personal and societal advancement, equity, and decent work in the 21st century.

ILO T de & T 3TTeiiasl BEa Y shdel 3caTeehdT delet 31 ad A o1 Serar &= & arer &
& H 7¢T, e safFaesra 3R arfas gafa, Faerar 3R 2147 & 7 aFAeTsTas F1 S
TeTH FAT aTell Wi ifae Afaera wrafAwar & 9 & S@r S aifgu|

o |t flags a ‘striking gap’ in comprehensive, authoritative, up-to-date research that captures the
full scope of lifelong learning.

S JToiiae] HIE= & G ST Sl HHASTS dTel 4T, FIATOTR 3R 3eTcleT QMer 7 Tqse Har
Fr 3R 3T Foha fhaT|

GS Paper Il1: Science and Technology | 07 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

07M | Expanding Al gets its biggest testing ground in China
faeaier et FRw g @1 <fier # raer Fad a7 TaToT &7 WIeT 8 @ R

07M | QUIZ

07M | Hantavirus strain capable of human transmission found
AT ¥ AT A thelel H TETH eI T Aem
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Expanding Al
gets its biggest
testing ground
in China
EETT—

n a recent weekday, around 50

people gathered outside the

headquarters of a Chinese mobile
Internet company, waiting to get help
with installing an artificial intelligence (AD
assistant.

The scene in Beijing, China’s capital,
was repeated for days at several events
and was also seen in the southern
technology hub Shenzhen in March, as
engineers helped crowds trying to set up
the popular Al “agent” OpenClaw on their
laptops. “I'm worried about falling behind
in technological developments,” said Sun
Lei, a 41-year-old human resources
manager at the Cheetah event. She said
she hoped the tool might help her source
and screen resumes across various
recruitment platforms.

More than a year after OpenAl's
Chinese rival DeepSeek stunned the
world with its advanced Al model, China
has become a testing ground for mass use
of Al tools. Chinese people and

More than 600 million people
in China were using generative
Al as of December 2025, a 142%
increase from a yvear earlier

businesses have rapidly embraced Al for
all sorts of things, from booking and
planning travel, ordering food and hailing
rides. Of its 1.4 billion population, more
than 600 million were using generative Al

SIA 37e1eh it o fore ey aTfey & T qgftramr (Al) &1 o= gl

as of December, a 142% increase from a
year earlier, according to a report by the
government-controlled China Internet
Network Information Centre.

With the recent surge in the use of
“agentic” Al like OpenClaw, the
consumption of data by Al models has
also risen. Measured in what computer
scientists call tokens, or units of data such
as part of a word, the weekly share used
by Chinese Al models has recently
surpassed U.S. models, according to
OpenRouter, an Al “gateway platform”
that tracks data and enforces security
across different Al models. “The (AD)
competition is clearly shifting from
models to ecosystems,” said Lizzi Lee, a
fellow at the Asia Society Policy Institute’s
Center for China Analysis focused on
economics and technology. “Chinese
users are basically acting as real-time
testers at scale.”

Chinese technology companies like
Tencent, Alibaba and Baidu are also
racing to commercialise Al Tencent
integrated OpenClaw into WeChat,
China’s own “super-app” which is a
messaging tool that can also be used to
order food and make payments.

OpenClaw, originally created by
Austrian software developer Peter
Steinberger last year, won quick and
enthusiastic use thanks to its ability to use
various tools to complete complicated
tasks. Zhao Yikang, a Chinese college
student in Macao, uses OpenClaw in both
his studies and daily life. “Al can
understand things in a second,” Zhao
said. “You just need to act as a
commander and tell it what to do.”

Preparing to start a photo services
business after graduation, Zhao asked Al
to build a company website. Within 10
minutes, it had generated a fully
functional site for less than 5 yuan (Z70).

Chinese companies increasingly are
setting internal targets for boosting use of
Al to improve efficiency, said Janet Tang,
a partner & managing director focused on
technology at consultancy AlixPartners.

There are “a lot of application
scenarios,” said Wang Xiaogang,
co-founder of the Chinese Al software
company SenseTime and chairman of
ACE Robotics. “The industry is
developing very fast and the people, they
are very open and they’re eager to try the
Al in a lot of scenarios.”

07m. Expanding Al
gets its biggest
testing ground in
China

feaiRa gt s
gAY T J
YAT S T3T g8ToT
AT ICT BT @I

e Thescenein
Beijing, China’s capital,
was repeated for days at
several events and was
also seen in the southern
technology hub Shenzhen
in March, as engineers
helped crowds trying to set
up the popular Al “agent”
OpenClaw on their laptops.
et 1 Ioreett difoier 7 Ig
52T 3 feal deh faffeer
HTAHAT H ST IAT AT
AT 7 gfaol digafahr g
Aeater 7 8fY W@ I, STRT
FoMTeIdR 37967 olUeid I
R Al “TSic”
OpenClaw &I TITIT A
T 9T Y QT 1S hr

HERIAT g

e Chinese people and
businesses have rapidly
embraced Al for all sorts of
things, from booking and
planning travel, ordering
food and hailing rides.
TSI = ITAT T fehat T
AISAT FeATe, AT FHITA
T qTEeT [aTT Yo et

e Tencent integrated OpenClaw into WeChat, China’s own “super-app” which is a messaging
tool that can also be used to order food and make payments.

Tencent & OpenClaw &I WeChat # Tehiehel Y T &, ST =it T 31911 “Fu-¥9” § T 6o
HSToA & HTARFT $STol FHITA T $ITCATT et & ToIT 8 3T foham ST &1

e OpenClaw, originally created by Austrian software developer Peter Steinberger last year,
won quick and enthusiastic use thanks to its ability to use various tools to complete

complicated tasks.

oo av 3REgaTS AFeaa 3TN Peter Steinberger aRT fATHA OpenClaw o Sfee FHf
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Preparing to start a photo services business after graduation, Zhao asked Al to build a
company website.

TATTS Bl o S1G, WIeT YT SHTHTT TREH Hled hl AR HL Ig ST o1 Al T Teh Shueil dadSC
T & forw T

Within 10 minutes, it had generated a fully functional site for less than 5 yuan (Z70).

sharel 10 FAeTE & #3815 THTT (X70) A o7 e STt A YUTeT: hrdefieT deage R T & |

Answers to May'5 quiz: 07m.QUIZ
1. Drugs to block the final step in acid secretion
- Ans: Proton-pump inhibitors 1. Drugs to block the final step in acid secretion —

2. Drugs that work by blocking the COX
enzymes -
3. WHO system that gives non-brand names to
drugs - Ans: International Nonproprietary

e Proton-pump inhibitors (PPIs)

e Proton-pump inhibitors (PPIs) are medicines that
reduce acid production in the stomach by blocking the H+/K+

Names (INN) _
4. Expansion of ‘ARB" - Ans: Angiotensin Il AtTPase;] enz.yTle' alllso called the proton pump, present in
receptor blockers stomacn parietal cells.

5. Copy of a biologic made by another
manufacturer - Ans: Biosimilar
Visual: Beta-lactam ring

making them more effective than many older anti-acid drugs.
e Common examples include Omeprazole,

Pantoprazole, Rabeprazole, Esomeprazole, and

Lansoprazole.

These drugs are widely used for peptic ulcer disease, GERD (acid reflux), Zollinger—

Ellison syndrome, and gastritis.

According to standard pharmacology references and government health guidelines, PPls are

usually taken before meals for better action.

Long-term excessive use may cause vitamin B12 deficiency, magnesium deficiency,

fractures, or kidney-related issues.

PPIls are among the most prescribed gastrointestinal medicines globally because of their

strong acid-suppressing ability.

2. Drugs that work by blocking the COX enzymes — NSAIDs

NSAIDs (Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs) are medicines that reduce pain,
inflammation, and fever by blocking Cyclooxygenase (COX) enzymes.

COX enzymes help produce prostaglandins, chemicals responsible for pain and
inflammation in the body.

NSAIDs mainly block COX-1 and COX-2 enzymes. COX-1 protects the stomach lining, while
COX-2 is mainly involved in inflammation.

Common NSAIDs include Ibuprofen, Diclofenac, Aspirin, Naproxen, and Indomethacin.
These medicines are used for arthritis, muscle pain, headache, fever, menstrual pain,
and post-surgical pain.

Excessive or long-term use can lead to gastric ulcers, bleeding, kidney damage, and
increased cardiovascular risks.

Selective COX-2 inhibitors like Celecoxib were developed to reduce stomach-related side
effects.

3. WHO system that gives non-brand names to drugs — International Nonproprietary
Names (INN)

International Nonproprietary Names (INN) is a naming system developed by the World
Health Organization (WHO) to provide universal generic names for medicines.
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¢ INN ensures that every drug has a globally recognized scientific name, independent of
company brand names.

e For example, Paracetamol is an INN name, while different companies may sell it under
various brand names.

¢ INN names often contain specific stems indicating the drug class, such as “-pril” for ACE
inhibitors and “-olol” for beta blockers.

4. Expansion of ‘ARB’ — Angiotensin Il receptor blockers

¢ ARB stands for Angiotensin Il Receptor Blockers, a class of medicines mainly used to treat
high blood pressure and heart-related diseases.

e These drugs block the action of Angiotensin I, a hormone that narrows blood vessels and
increases blood pressure.

e By blocking its receptors, ARBs help relax blood vessels, improving blood flow and reducing
strain on the heart.

e Common ARBs include Losartan, Valsartan, Telmisartan, and Olmesartan.

e ARBs are commonly prescribed for hypertension, heart failure, diabetic kidney disease,
and post-heart attack management.

e Compared with ACE inhibitors, ARBs usually produce fewer side effects like persistent dry
cough.

e Medical guidelines recommend ARBs as important drugs for long-term cardiovascular and
kidney protection in many patients.

5. Copy of a biologic made by another manufacturer — Biosimilar

e A biosimilar is a biological medicine that is highly similar to an already approved original
biologic drug, known as the reference product.

e Unlike simple chemical drugs, biologics are made from living cells, making exact copies
difficult to produce.

e Biosimilars are developed only after the original biologic’s patent expires and must show
similar safety, quality, and effectiveness.

e They are commonly used in diseases such as cancer, rheumatoid arthritis, diabetes,
psoriasis, and autoimmune disorders.

e Examples include biosimilar versions of Insulin, Trastuzumab, and Adalimumab.

Beta-lactam ring

e The Beta-lactam ring is a four-membered cyclic amide structure present in important
antibiotics such as Penicillins, Cephalosporins, Carbapenems, and Monobactams.
This ring is responsible for the antibacterial activity of beta-lactam antibiotics.

e These antibiotics kill bacteria by interfering with bacterial cell wall synthesis, mainly by
blocking penicillin-binding proteins (PBPS).

e Because human cells do not have cell walls, beta-lactam antibiotics selectively target
bacteria.

e Bacterial resistance develops when microbes produce beta-lactamase enzymes, which
break the beta-lactam ring and inactivate the drug.

e To overcome resistance, medicines like Clavulanic acid are combined with some antibiotics
to inhibit beta-lactamase enzymes.

e Beta-lactam antibiotics remain among the most widely used antimicrobial drugs in modern
medicine.
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Hantavirus strain capable of 07m. Hantavirus strain capable of human

human transmission found transmission found .
AT A AT A thelel A TaTH AR T A

e The MV Hondius cruise ship, carrying 150 people,
remains stranded on Cape Verde after a hantavirus outbreak
killed three.

150 W13t 2T o ST TGT TaAd B3I Shot SToTol, ECTarITH WhT
Eﬁﬂaﬁvﬁﬁﬁlaa:awmaéaxwmgm%’l

e Authorities identified the Andes strain that can be
e Lransmitted between humans in rare cases.
. ST vl el ey Gl S chor A A
The MV Hondlius cruise ship, carrying 150 people, remains stranded ﬁ ~ Eﬁ- Eﬁ- %-’ Gﬁ ﬁ 3'7
off Cape Verde after a hantavirus outbreak killed three. Authorities §ﬁ'-3|' ﬁm’ HohdT %’|
identified the Andes strain that can be transmitted between . . -
humans in rare cases. Spain plans to receive the vessel, while o Spaln plans to receive the vessel, while infected

infected passengers receive treatment and isolation. AP passengers receive treatment and isolation.

FIA ST STEToT ol TATR Fel hl ATl ST &I g, STafoh Toh (Al
FITAAT T 3UTR 3R AT 3T ST T 8

Hantavirus

« Hantavirus refers to a group of viruses mainly spread by rodents such as rats and mice.

» Humans become infected primarily through contact with the urine, saliva, or droppings of infected
rodents.

 Hantaviruses can cause severe diseasesaffecting the lungs, heart, and kidneys.

» The virus belongs to the Hantaviridae family.

« It is considered a zoonotic disease, meaning it spreads from animals to humans.

« Human-to-human transmission is extremely rare, though a few cases have been reported with certain
South American strains.

Origin of the Name

* The virus was first identified during the Korean War (1950-1953).
« It was named after the Hantan River in South Korea, near where many soldiers became ill.

Type of Virus is Hantavirus

* Hantavirus is an RNA virus.

« It contains a single-stranded negative-sense RNA genome.

* The virus survives mainly inside rodents without causing major illness in them.
* Different rodent species carry different hantavirus strains.

Important Rodent Hosts

* Deer mice

* Cotton rats

* Rice rats

» White-footed mice
* Bank voles

PageZ4
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GS Paper Il1: Environment 07 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

07M | India to host first Big Cat Summit in June; 95 countries set to participate

HI ST 7 Tger fer Se wffte i AFari FYam; 95 &ar s o

07M | What is Karnataka’s new gig worker grievance system?

et $1 15 9T s1fAw RFraa RarRor yorre F#4r 2

07M | India’s cows offer biogas alternative to energy crunch

HRT &Y A FoAT FFe & faw arareta 1 QAT v s @

Solemn on the shore

A man walks next to a dead sperm whale that washed up at Melaya beach in
Jembrana Regency, Bali, Indonesia on Wednesday.

SPERM WHALE

e The Sperm Whale is the largest toothed whale and one of the most remarkable marine mammals

found in the world’s oceans.

Its scientific name is Physeter macrocephalus.

It belongs to the order Cetacea, which also includes dolphins and other whales.

The sperm whale is famous for its enormous head, deep-diving ability, and echolocation system.

It is considered one of the deepest diving mammals on Earth.

e Sperm whales are highly intelligent animals with complex social structures and communication
systems.

Conservation Status

¢ |UCN Status: Vulnerable
CITES Status: Appendix I: International commercial trade is highly restricted.
e Wildlife Protection Act, India
»  Protected under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.
« Included in Schedule I protection category, providing the highest degree of legal protection in India.

Distribution and Habitat

e  Sperm whales are found in all major oceans of the world.
e They are distributed in tropical, temperate, and polar waters.

e Adult males are commonly found in colder high-latitude waters, while females and calves remain mainly in warmer
tropical and subtropical regions.
e They prefer deep oceanic waters because they dive to great depths in search of prey.

e Continental slopes and submarine canyons are important habitats.
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Physical Characteristics

e  Adult males can reach around 16-20 metres in length.
e Females are smaller and generally grow up to 11-13 metres.
e Males may weigh up to 50-57 tonnes.

India to host first Big Cat Summit in
June; 95 countries set to participate

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The inaugural Internation-
al Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)
Summit, to be held here
from June 1 to 3, is expect-
ed to adopt the first-ever
global declaration on big
cat conservation. Titled
the ‘Delhi Declaration’, it
will articulate shared prior-
ities, strengthen trans-
boundary  cooperation,
and promote a landscape-
based approach for con-
serving big cats and their
habitats.

Representatives from 95
countries are expected to
participate, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests
and Climate Change said
on Wednesday.

The IBCA is an associa-
tion of countries that host,
or have itinerant popula-
tions of at least one of the
seven ‘big cats’ — lions, tig-
ers, leopards, snow leo-
pards, cheetahs, jaguars,

cats, save humanity, save ecosystem’. K.R. DEEPAK

and pumas — and are com-
mitted to the conservation
of these animals.

Collective action

There are 24 member
countries, three observer
countries, and several oth-
er ‘range’ countries in the
alliance. Member coun-
tries are expected to coor-
dinate action through pro-
grammes and activities
aimed at improving the

state of habitats, prey, and
big cats, including big cat
protection and conserva-
tion, innovation, research,
development, and capaci-
ty building. They also
share relevant information
about big cat protection
and conservation
programmes.

Summit participants are
likely to include heads of
State/Government of mem-
ber and observer coun-

AT HT FHTGAT TG B |
o Titled the ‘Delhi Declaration’, it will articulate shared priorities, strengthen transboundary

cooperation, and promote a landscape-based approach for conserving big cats and their

habitats.

faeell Tor N Tl g SEaTdol TSI ITATHEAT3IT T TISE I, THT-IR TEATIT St
FST M 3R 9T hed TUT 3e7eh TATHT o TRETOT o foIw SlsTehy-3menfd gseshior S serar

gar|

e Representatives from 95 countries are expected to participate, the Ministry of Environment

tries, Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav said
on Wednesday at an event
to launch the summit web-
site and unveil its logo. The
summit will be guided by
the theme ‘Save big cats,
save humanity, save eco-
system’, and will bring to-
gether over 400 conserva-
tionists,  policymakers,
scientists, multilateral
agencies, financial institu-
tions, corporate leaders,
and community represen-
tatives from across the
globe.

Launched in 2023

The IBCA, piloted and con-
ceived by India, was offi-
cially launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2023. The alliance, Mr. Ya-
dav said, reflects India’s be-
lief that conservation chal-
lenges must be addressed
“collectively” through
cooperation, knowledge
sharing, and mutual sup-
port.

and Forests and Climate Change said on Wednesday.

YT, Fe U9 Serary IRa HAT o UAR I el foh 95 T & JfafATe=T & st ot
3G g

e The IBCA is an association of countries that host, or have itinerant populations of at least one

07M. Indiato host
first Big Cat Summit
in June; 95
countries set to
participate

HRT S A I faar
Fe gffe Hr AFeE
HLIM; 95 A I oY

e The inaugural
International Big Cat
Alliance (IBCA) Summit,
to be held here from June
1to 3, is expected to
adopt the first-ever global
declaration on big cat
conservation.

19 3 5 T Imafad
gl aTell Tgell geaereaTel
faeT $he rar™I" (IBCA)
affe fa9r Fe wator |
ggell dTegeh SIYuT-aF

of the seven ‘big cats’ — lions, tigers, leopards, snow leopards, cheetahs, jaguars, and

pumas — and are committed to the conservation of these animals.

IBCA 3T &Il T HITS ¢ STel Aiel ‘Tt Shedt — 9, &Ter, cig3iT, f6a cig3, =id, SR 3R
AT — H { HH-Y-FHH Tah FoflTd TS STl & AT Faredy & 37 31l §, 3R S o7k wwetor & forw
BIGECAES
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Collective action

AT s

There are 24 member countries, three observer countries, and several other ‘range’
countries in the alliance.

S IS H 24 ST 3, T wdaeTes 2T 3R &3 317 Tor e anfAar £

Member countries are expected to coordinate action through programmes and activities
aimed at improving the state of habitats, prey, and big cats, including big cat protection and
conservation, innovation, research, development, and capacity building.

e Ty ST & 31987 & o 3 37mare, RIehR goifrat 3R forer heq & Feufa gure & wrdshat
3R arfafafert & areas & gafead Hars Sy, S TReToT, AaraR, Jeqeer, famm 3R
&THAT TATOT AMTA &

They also share relevant information about big cat protection and conservation programmes.
3 ST She TRET0T HRIHAT ¥ e Agca ol STTeTer T 8 HIST X & |

The summit will be guided by the theme ‘Save big cats, save humanity, save ecosystem’,
and will bring together over 400 conservationists, policymakers, scientists, multilateral

agencies, financial institutions, corporate leaders, and community representatives from
across the globe.

Ig affic ¥ faer Few, Jg egfadl, da shfwes e ox amenRa g 3R gferam e & 400
3k aereRes wfafaftrat 1 v aryr aream

Launched in 2023
2023#&;«%&1:1’&1

The IBCA, piloted and conceived by India, was officially launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2023.

HRA GaRT IR R FaTferd IBCA Ha¥ 2023 # 3feie &7 & qema# #3g Ay
e foRa 2|
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Invasive species may be the wrong
enemy in a changing subcontinent

India supports roughly 500 million cattle and other livestock, one of the largest such populations in the world,

placing heavy grazing

>ssure on

forests and the commons: in such conditions, ‘palatable’ species are suppressed while thorny, chemically defended, disturbance-tolerant plants persist

Suprabha Seshan

cross India, campaigns against
invasive alien species (IAS) are
gathering administrative and

judicial force. Authorities now
identify, map, classify, and remove
species deemed ecological threats.

In the last year alone, India’s
English-language press has carried
sustained coverage of ecological-loss
studies, State eradication drives, and
human-wildlife conflicts linked to such
species. What was once a niche scientific
concern has become a visible public issue
and priority.

A recent Tamil Nadu court order even
portrayed Prosopis juliflora shrubs as a
near-Statewide threat. Government
submissions have reported its clearance
from 517 villages across 32 districts while
the academic literature has recorded the
species across the State. The plants
Lantana camara and Senna spectabilis
face similar campaigns elsewhere in
India.

The prevailing assumption is simple:
remove the invasive species and
ecological recovery will follow.

Before accepting that, however, one
must first ask: what condition was the
landscape in before these species spread,
and what conditions now sustain them?

Three patterns emerge from the
evidence.

Physical changes usually came first
Throughout India, native ecological
communities had already been
transformed before invasive plants
became dominant.

Colonial forestry, plantation
expansion, and settlement removed vast
tracts of forest cover. Millions of hectares
were converted to tea, coffee, rubber,
teak, and eucalyptus plantations. Diverse
habitats gave way to simplified
commercial landscapes, with lasting
effects on soil biology, shade regimes, and
water cycles. Logging, roads, mining, fire
suppression, and chemical agriculture
fragmented habitats further.

In places like Wayanad, forest edges
had already degraded before species like
L. camara spread into them. Biodiversity
and its supporting conditions had already
been decimated.

Removing a species alone can't restore
what came before. Without functioning
ecological relationships, more clearing
creates new vacancies, often the very
conditions in which another invasive
species, or the same one, can quickly
return.

P. juliflora was introduced to India in
1877 as part of a misguided ecological
experiment. At first seeded from the air, it
spread through the guts of cattle that
browsed its pods. Then came the ‘Green
Revolution’ and the wider
post-independent agricultural
intensification. Canals expanded.
Borewells multiplied. Fertilizer use
surged.

As a result, waterlogging and seepage
increased in some regions, depleted
aquifers in others, and productivity began
to decline on abandoned lands. P. juliflora
is a deep-rooted phreatophyte that can
exploit such altered water and soil
regimes. In parts of Tamil Nadu,
researchers have linked its surge to

India uses 35-40 millon; tonnes of urea peryear and a!mosphenc nitrogen deposition now adds 1(;30 kg per hectare annually across many regions. Woody
nitrogen-fixing species such as Senna spectabilis (shown) benefit from such altered conditions. PHILIPP WEIGELL (CC BY)

biodiversity loss, and chemical pollution
are reshaping ecosystems worldwide.
These are largely the effects of a
globalised industrial culture pushing
rapid urbanisation and infrastructure
expansion.

Over three decades, India’s urban
governance footprint has roughly
doubled, marking a systemic expansion of
fragmented, high-disturbance landscapes
that extend far beyond city boundaries
into peri-urban and rural ecologies.

India also supports roughly 500 million
cattle and other livestock — one of the
largest such populations in the world -
placing continuous and heavy grazing

increase output are also exhausting the
land and degrading ecosystems now
slated for restoration.

‘When multiple factors shift together,
plant communities reorganise. P. juliflora
growth is part of wider hydrological and

Conservation efforts that target only
the visible plam thus risk misdiagnosing
the problem. It is easier to count acres of
1AS removed than to measure shifts in
moisture regimes or soil chemistry.
Removal alone does not address the

chemical change across the subc:

Similar dynamics may apply, in dlffenng
ways, to other IAS. These plants may
function as ecological first responders -
species whose physiology suits rapid
changes in landscape conditions.

Given time, other species follow these
pioneer species. In the early stages, many
may be exotic and fast-moving.
Evenmal]y. native species may also

pressure on forests and the c In
such conditions, ‘palatable’ species are
repeatedly suppressed while thorny,
chemically defended,
disturbance-tolerant plants such as L.
camara persist or even expand.

Studies have revealed increasing
woody cover across many open
landscapes worldwide, partly associated
with rising atmospheric carbon and other
interacting factors. Fertilizer inputs
remain high — India alone uses 35-40
million tonnes of urea per year — and
atmospheric nitrogen deposition now
adds 10-30 kg per hectare annually across
many regions. Woody nitrogen-fixing
species such as S. spectabilis and P.
Jjuliflora benefit from such altered
conditions.

A deeper invasion
Chemical pesticides have further altered
soils and microbial networks. Over time,
they can disrupt genes, reduce resilience,
intensify pest cycles, and weaken the
ecological foundations on which
productivity itself depends.

These changes were driven less by

irri lated moisture ¢

In other words, the plant was present
for decades — what changed was the
landscape around it.

Climate change, nutrient loading,
land-use change, freshwater disruption,

individual choice than by puhues,
infrastructure, and economic systems
designed to maximise production at scale.
The result: food production must
continue yet the same hydrological,
chemical, and atmospheric systems that

However, such
ecological succession does not guarantee
areturn to earlier ecological states. As the
underlying conditions continue to shift,
new ecological assemblages are likely to
emerge among the species able to thrive
within them.

Life is conditional

Evolutionary and palaeoecological
evidence suggests that the world’s native
biomes developed under very different
climatic and nutrient regimes. Grasslands
expanded during drier phases of hnmry
while arose and d

ying drivers. ion requires
that we read the land comprehensively,
understand its history and interacting
processes, and work with the ecological
and human communities that remain.

What it will take

This does not mean certain species
should never be removed but that
restoration is difficult and requires
attention to ecological processes and
biodiversity. It is local, patient, and
continuous. Large-scale mechanical
removal brings complications of its own.
While clearing vast acreages may serve a
burgeoning biomass economy, there is
little proof that it supports ecological
recovery, which needs time.

Fears that invasive species will take
over often accompany business
opportunities for earthmovers and new
employment schemes. A villain, it seems,
can animate an economy faster than
I'ES[O{EUOH Ldﬂ

warmer, wetter conditions. Many specles
can't easily tolerate the nutrient-rich soils,
altered climate or hydrologically changed
landscapes of the present.

Some IAS species may also perform
compensatory ecological roles. They can
accumulate heavy metals, nitrogen, and
carbon in biomass, provide cover for
smaller wildlife in disturbed landscapes,
create conditions into which other species
later enter, provide windbreaks, and bind
soil. There are, of course, real
consequences. Dense thickets of invasive
plants can reduce accessible forage for
elephants and other herbivores in forests
such as the Western Ghats. But these
effects unfold in landscapes already
altered by logging, plantations, and
nutrient enrichment.

and practitioners
embedded in these habitats are often best
placed to undertake careful removal
where it makes ecological and cultural
sense. Success, however, remains
uncertain and can only be judged over
years. Restoration should proceed with
least harm, phased planting,
| care, and

human livelihoods.

Otherwise, India risks spending much
of its conservation energy removing
plants that are symptoms of a wider
civilisational transformation that it has yet
to confront.

(Suprabha Seshan lives and works at the
Gurukula Botanical Sanctuary in Wayanad
district, Kerala.
suprabha.seshan@gmail.com)

07M. Invasive
species may be
the wrong
enemy in a
changing
subcontinent
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e India
supports roughly
500 million cattle
and other livestock,
one of the largest
such populations in
the world, placing
heavy grazing
pressure on forests
and the commons;
in such conditions,
‘palatable’ species
are suppressed
while thorny,
chemically
defended,
disturbance-tolerant
plants persist.
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e Across India, campaigns against invasive alien species (IAS) are gathering administrative
and judicial force.

W AR H 3w faeeh yonfaat (1AS) & feey aifdrar gerafae vd =l Fav @ afa
geaT A& &
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e Authorities now identify, map, classify, and remove species deemed ecological threats.
IITRISRIOT 379 3T TSI ShT TgdTed, ATATIFT, FITTh0T UG foTShIaT X Ig & Toloe
TR AT GRT AT ST B

e Arecent Tamil Nadu court order even portrayed Prosopis julifiora shrubs as a near-
Statewide threat.

BTl & 7 AffeeTg 1 v Farreiy
3 # W 5 ofrereRy snfsat
Wmmw&mﬁmaﬁm {

T

e The plants Lantana camara and Senna
spectabilis face similar campaigns
elsewhere in India.

ATt FART va a1 Weerafow oier sy
HRA & 3T AET H SH YhR & ITRATAT

| Prosopis julifiora Senna spectabilis
q;'l' WI’ W Tg’ g‘l (Vilayati Babool) (Lantana) {Golden Shower)

Physical changes usually came first
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e Colonial forestry, plantation expansion, and settlement removed vast tracts of forest cover.
3iraferafRres arfereht, ameme faedR auT SfEadl 1 T o faure a1 &1 &1 FATeT X &

¢ Millions of hectares were converted to tea, coffee, rubber, teak, and eucalyptus plantations.
T §RIR A T AT, FIAY, W, T T GHTored & et # aRafda a R |

e Diverse habitats gave way to simplified commercial landscapes, with lasting effects on soil
biology, shade regimes, and water cycles.

fafaer 3mardr aRc=t o1 T T cATaEs aRgedl o of form, [ Fer shafa=ier, orr

SIGEAT UG el Tsh U SeiehlTeleh T I3

e Logging, roads, mining, fire suppression, and chemical agriculture fragmented habitats
further.

TS, W TAHIUT, Weled, 31Te-fAA+07 va qarafater T o 3marehy av &t 3R 31fte @isd
T e

e Removing a species alone can’t restore what came before.
eharel Tehell Teh TSTIfcl 3l geT=t AT & Y o1 ATy e iad &7ET T Sif Fehcll|

e P.julifiora was introduced to India in 1877 as part of a misguided ecological experiment.
. STENFERT ST 1877 H Ueh e TR EAfAehr srater & 3iceler TR # @ ara |

e Then came the ‘Green Revolution’ and the wider post-independent agricultural
intensification.

g8 a1, R Fifer Td TaAAAT-3U AT T ATedTehor 1 N 371
e As aresult, waterlogging and seepage increased in some regions, depleted aquifers in
others, and productivity began to decline on abandoned lands.

AROTHETET, Fo 8731 3 STersrrg 3R RATa o 7127, 377 &30 7 $7TeT H3R FACA et ofdl, 3R
IR A T SeuTehaT & FIRIae IRFsT 81 73|

e P.julifiorais a deep-rooted phreatophyte that can exploit such altered water and soil
regimes.

P. julifiora Teh arg{Y T3t atelt fFATEIHTSE ©, St 56 YehR T aRafda ster va Fjar aRiFfaat
T3 38T ThT ¢ |

e India also supports roughly 500 million cattle and other livestock — one of the largest such
populations in the world — placing continuous and heavy grazing pressure on forests and the
commons.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ’

Page29



9971932488
it

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

HRTT SI379T 500 TATreT ateaer va 3 qereret 7 8 GI§oT Xt & — i fIed & g st
qRIYE ST 7 & Toh & — e aait AR aregerfas siffr o fac vd 31cafliss @rig &1 gara
CEG IR

In such conditions, ‘palatable’ species are repeatedly suppressed while thorny, chemically
defended, disturbance-tolerant plants such as L. camara persist or even expand.

v aRFefaat &, sy yenfaar IR-IR gar & St §, STafh ShiceR, Ta™ s §9 &
TR TUT eFaTeT-Afgso] 9 S L. camara s+ Tg< & 3737 3K 31feren et o1t €1

Fertilizer inputs remain high — India alone uses 35-40 million tonnes of urea per year —
and atmospheric nitrogen deposition now adds 10-30 kg per hectare annually across many
regions.

mmmﬂmsﬁmwwwgm%—Wwﬁrﬁaﬁssmﬁﬁuamuﬁw
T YL AT § — AT AGHSCT ATGENAT TI&ITOT 37T 3eieh &¥a1 H Gicday 10-30 fraitamer
i §FEAR 7 31T A= S W

Woody nitrogen-fixing species such as S. spectabilis and P. julifiora benefit from such
altered conditions.

FTSEIY AT FEANFHIOT FIA aTell YTAAT ST S. spectabilis 3R P. julie ora ¥ gRafda
gRFEufat & amnfead gl 81

Grasslands expanded during drier phases of history while rainforests arose and diversified
in warmer, wetter conditions.

gﬁmimgﬁwﬁimw@ﬁwmgm Safer 31 137 U 311
aRFeufra 7 auiaet 1 3eara 3R fafaeheor g3
They can accumulate heavy metals, nitrogen, and carbon in biomass, provide cover for

smaller wildlife in disturbed landscapes, create conditions into which other species later enter,
provide windbreaks, and bind soil.

q 379 FATHR T oI YT, AT TYT FleleT T T T el &, CATUTATF TRGeIT o
BIE TeTodl T AT YeTeT Y Tohdl &, VAT aRTEAfAar Afdd e o) § o1 a1g 7 3
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India’s cows
offer biogas
alternative to
energy crunch

Tapping local energy: Indian women carry dried cow
dung cakes on the outskirts of Allahabad. AFP

Agence France-Presse
BULANDSHAHR, INDIA

Across much of India, an energy crunch caused
by the Iran war has prompted long queues for
cooking gas cylinders. That’s not a problem for
Gauri Devi. On a stove with blue flames, she flips
a chapati flatbread, burning biogas produced
from cow dung — an alternative fuel helping ease
pressure on supplies.

“It cooks everything,” the 25-year-old said in
her courtyard kitchen in Nekpur, a village in
Uttar Pradesh, about 90 kilometre (55 miles)
from New Delhi. “If the pressure goes down, we
let it rest for half an hour and it works again.”

India consumes more than 30 million tonne of
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) annually,
importing over half its needs. The government
insists there is no shortage of cooking gas, but
supply delays, panic buying and black marketeers
have created long queues for cylinders.

However, since the 1980s India has also
promoted biogas as a low-cost rural energy
source, subsidising more than five million
“digester” units that convert farm waste into
methane for cooking, and nitrogen-rich slurry for
fertilizer.

For Gauri, it requires mixing a couple of
buckets of dung with water, then pouring the
mixture into a car-sized underground tank
topped with a storage balloon. It provides a piped
methane supply so regular that she only uses an
LPG cylinder for emergencies or large gatherings.

The biogas works for everything — “vegetables,
+ tea, lentils”, she said.

‘Black gold’

The residual slurry is later spread on fields as
fertilizer. It has better nitrogen availability for
plants compared with raw dung, farmers say.

“The manure is so good,” said farmer Pramod
Singh, who installed a larger unit in 2025, enough
for six people, fuelled by 30-45 kilogram of dung
daily from four cows.

And he said the slurry fertilizer is particularly
valuable at a time when global supplies of
artificial fertilizers have been hit by trade
disruptions due to the war.

“The real benefit is not just the gas — that is
like a bonus,” local farmer leader Pritam Singh
said. “The slurry is ‘black gold’.”

More than 45% of India’s 1.4 billion people rely
on farming, and the country has one of the
largest cattle populations. India — the world’s
most populous nation and third-largest fossil fuel
polluter — has pushed large-scale biogas output
to achieve a goal of carbon neutrality by 2070.

The government last year required that biogas
account for at least 1% of liquid gas fuelling both
vehicles and domestic use — rising to 5% by 2028.

Huge government subsidy

Dozens of multi-million dollar production plants
are now in the pipeline. But small-scale rural
producers are also being rolled out — units cost
around ¥25,000-30,000 ($265-$318), often
heavily subsidised by the government.

In a Hindu-majority nation where cows are
revered and dung and urine used in everything
from floor plastering and fuel to ritual practices,
it is easy to win supporters, said Pritam Singh.

He installed his first plant in 2007 and has
helped put in 15 more in his village in the past
year alone. He said interest had shot up after the
LPG shortages. “People who earlier were not
interested now ask how to get it,” he said.

“Once they see food being cooked and crops
benefiting, they are convinced.”

‘Mini factories’
But biogas is still a small fraction of household
cooking fuel — with LPG considered more
convenient because companies manage the
supply chain. “Biogas plants are not just
equipment; they are mini factories,” said A.R.
Shukla, president of the Indian Biogas
Association. “They need organised installation,
regular operation and maintenance,” he added.
“So, unless installation and upkeep are
handled through community-based or
cooperative enterprises, households will
continue to treat biogas as secondary fuel.”
And even with government support, there are
barriers to uptake, including cost and space.
“We work on other people’s farms the whole
day. We don’t have land for it,” said labourer
Ramesh Kumar Singh, standing in a line of
around 100 queueing for LPG cylinders in the
nearby village of Madalpur. “I am standing in
scorching heat, hungry and thirsty,” said
Mahendri, 77, who had failed to secure a cylinder
for three davs in a row.
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e The scene
in Beijing, China’s
capital, was
repeated for days
at several events
and was also seen
in the southern
technology hub
Shenzhen in
March, as
engineers helped
crowds trying to
set up the popular
Al “agent”
OpenClaw on
their laptops.
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e Chinese people and businesses have rapidly embraced Al for all sorts of things, from
booking and planning travel, ordering food and hailing rides.

SIUIAT o ITAT T §fhaT T DroTell Tallet, $IeTel Hlel AT ATeal HATT Aol el S 3Heleh DAl
o fore ol a1y & e geflram (Al) 1 sarar gl

e Tencent integrated OpenClaw into WeChat, China’s own “super-app” which is a messaging
tool that can also be used to order food and make payments.
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e OpenClaw, originally created by Austrian software developer Peter Steinberger last year,
won quick and enthusiastic use thanks to its ability to use various tools to complete
complicated tasks.

oo a¥ 3ifgars AiredaR 3aR Peter Steinberger &aRT fAfAd OpenClaw o Sffee &t
T R A & Tt STROTT T STLNIT et h AT GTHAT 3 HROT SMET T ScaTEqor
SR T 9o |

e Preparing to start a photo services business after graduation, Zhao asked Al to build a
company website.

TATTS Bt o S1G, WIET YT SHTHTT TREH Hled hl IR HL Ig ST o1 Al H Teh Shueil daHSC
T & foIw T

e Within 10 minutes, it had generated a fully functional site for less than 5 yuan (¥70).

sharel 10 flere & #icR 3T 5 F3TT (270) A 37 e 9Tl H YUTcT: HRIMST dTASE IR I |
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CBI conducts searches in ‘cyberslavery’ case; 1 held
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Overall crime rate drops 6%; cybercrime up by 17%: NCRB
Frel I ST A 6% Y PRI, WIFT IO 7 17% Y Feladl : NCRB

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==

Page3 2



CBI conducts
searches in
‘cyberslavery’
case; 1 held

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has con-
ducted searches at nine lo-
cations across four States
and arrested one accused
on the charge of being part
of a network trafficking In-
dian nationals for “cyber-
slavery” in South-east
Asian countries, primarily
Myanmar and Cambodia.

The agency searched
the premises of suspects in
Delhi, Mumbai, Uttarak-
hand’s Kashipur, and Luck-
now, Gonda and Saharan-
pur in Uttar Pradesh.

“One individual has
been arrested in Lucknow
for his alleged role in facili-
tating the trafficking opera-
tions. Preliminary findings
suggest that agents receive
payments in exchange for
supplying Indian nation-
als,” the CBI said.

The organised network
sent job seekers to these
countries on the pretext of
lucrative  opportunities.
“These facilities have been
described as hubs of ‘cy-
berslavery’, where traf-
ficked individuals are
forced to participate in va-
rious forms of cyber-ena-
bled fraud,” the CBI said.
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e “These facilities have been described as hubs of ‘cyberslavery’,
where tracked individuals are forced to participate in various forms of cyber-
enabled fraud,” the CBI said.
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